
“Many have undertaken to draw up an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. With this in mind, since I 
myself have carefully investigated everything from 
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so 
that you may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught.”

What do we know about Luke? (Check out: “Examining the Biblical character Luke: the  
beloved physician”)

Other than the gospel named after him, there are three other accounts in scripture 
where Luke’s name is mentioned, (Colossians 4:14;  2 Timothy 4:11, Philemon 1:24), 
what information can we gather about the kind of man Luke was from those accounts?

Take a quick glance at any random chapter in Luke’s gospel. Who are some people 
Luke would have spoken to in Jesus’ day and what stories would they have 
recounted?

www. remixnj .com | theREMIX | Tuesdays 7:00 P.M.



If someone offered to write a biography of your life, what season of life would you be 
most excited to have them write about, (and why?); and which one would you have 
them skip? (why?)

What convinced you the gospel is true and that Jesus is Lord over your life? Describe 
the events of the day that led up to the moment you gave your life to Jesus. 

Luke and Theophilus had a close relationship. One could make the case that 
Theophilus became a Christian as a result of Luke’s testimony. Who played a major 
role in the process of you becoming a Christian? Who has the biggest (spiritual)  
influence on your today?

What unanswered questions about your faith, the gospel, God, etc, do you still have? 
How have you gone about seeking answers?

Is there someone in your life who might benefit greatly from a recounting of all Jesus 
has accomplished, (and is accomplishing) in your life? Write down the name of 
someone in your life you will share your, “God-story” with in 2014.

 



Examining the Biblical 
character Luke: the 
beloved physician
Just how much do we know concerning the man who wrote one of the four gospels 
which bears his name, Luke? He also wrote the extremely important and unique book 
of Acts (The acts of the apostles). Other than for the book which bears his name, he is 
only named twice in the King James Version of the bible. He is mentioned once more 
in the book of Philemon, chapter1, verse 24, although the King James Version renders 
his name as Lucas in that location.

Here are the three verses, shown in the King James Version:

“Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas salute you.” (Colossians 4:14)

“Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for 
the ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:11 KJV)

“Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellow labourers.” (Philemon 1:24 KJV)

So, from this, little is shown concerning Luke. We can deduce that he was a 
physician, that Paul held him in high regard, that he often traveled with Paul and was 
valuable to him and those with whom he traveled. We have no iron clad proof that it 
was Luke who wrote the two books accredited to him, Luke and Acts. However, 
several of the early church writers (such as Jerome and Eusebius) named him as the 
writer of those books and there is no reason to reject that. Also, these two books are 
known to show evidence of style somewhat different to others and has some word 
usage which indicates someone with medical training or knowledge.

The facts have been well established that (1) Luke was not of Jewish decent. (2) He 
was not chosen as an apostle, and in fact, admits he was not an eyewitness to the 
works of the apostles and Jesus during Jesus’ ministry. 

The question then arises as to how a non-Jewish man who had not been privy to the 
ministry of Jesus except as disclosed to him by others, could have been chosen and 
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inspired to write those two of his biblical documents. His life and history gives some 
enlightenment to this question and much credence to them. Please be aware that the 
following information has been gleaned from various early writings which are deemed 
historically accurate but are not among the inspired books of the biblical canon.

It is well established that Luke was a Greek physician who lived in the city of Antioch of 
Syria. It is worthy of note that the Syrian Antioch and the city of Tarsus (Paul was a 
native of Tarsus) were within about 100 miles of each other if one traveled by foot 
necessitating the circumventing of a bay of the Mediterranean Sea which extends 
between the two cities. The distance would be perhaps half that far if the bay was 
crossed by boat. Both of these men were highly educated for that period of time and 
since advanced educational facilities were not plentiful, it is entirely possible they may 
have studied together and/or been acquainted before Christ became a factor in the 
area.

It is also worthy of note that Paul’s writings are very extensive in the New Testament 
and Luke’s are next in volume. Of the approximately 40 writers of the books of the 
bible, Luke is the only non-Jew. It is likely that this part of the plan of God had it’s 
purpose for that very reason. His writings are clearly historical in nature and are, in 
some cases, obviously written for the benefit of non-Jewish people. His version of the 
lineage of Christ in the gospel of Luke depicts the genealogy of Jesus through his 
mothers side, and goes completely back to Adam. Whereas, the genealogy by 
Matthew, a Jew, clings to the Jewish custom and gives the lineage through Mary’s 
husband Joseph, who was only a step-father to Jesus.

Several sources state that Luke died around 84 A.D. and some add that he was 
martyred while others deny that. There seems to be no confirmation as to whether or 
not he was killed as a martyr. Fox’s Book of Martyrs lists the following: “Luke, the 
evangelist, was the author of the Gospel which goes under his name. He traveled with 
Paul through various countries, and is supposed to have been hanged on an olive 
tree, by the idolatrous priests of Greece.”

Another source which tells of his martyrdom, quite differently to that of Fox above, can 
be read at The Martyrdom of Saint Luke the Evangelist. There remains his great writing. 
The book of Acts is the most inclusive and well written history of the growth of the 
fledgling church, the courage of the early church and more especially that of the 
apostle Paul.
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