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“….your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call 
him John. v.13” (Luke 1:5-25) !!!!!
What are some epic dreams you have for your life? (Which ones are you still holding 
on to and which ones have you given up hope on?) !
Be honest. Has there been a time when you felt God, “owed” you for righteous living or 
for a great sacrifice you made in His name? Explain. !
Luke 1:6 describes Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth as, “righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly”, yet verse 7 says they 
were, “…they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they 
were both very old.” How is it that this “perfect godly” couple who loved and served 
God faithfully are missing out on what could easily be considered the greatest blessing 
one could have in a marriage? Shouldn’t good behavior and obedience result in 
blessings in one’s life?  !
Why do you think God chose this particular time, place and manner, (verse 8-11) to 
give Zechariah the announcement?  Why the dramatic appearance? What does this 
tell you about God? !
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Zechariah was told that his son would, “…make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
Why do you think this was necessary? Why not just skip John and send Jesus when 
the time was right?  !
Why do you suppose Zechariah had trouble believing angel Gabriel’s message? !
Gabriel rendered Zechariah deaf and mute, why was this God’s punishment of choice? 
What do you think God was trying to communicate through it? !
How do you think you would react if God communicated that something great (that 
you’ve long thought, and perhaps still think) impossible, will happen in your life before 
year’s end? !
We know that God’s primary means of communicating His will and His truth to us 
today is through His word in the Bible. His Holy Spirit however, lives within each 
Christian, and still leads and directs us in God’s personal will for our lives. What’s the 
strangest way God has ever communicated a personal message to you? And how do 
you discern if what you heard is from God, or just something you really really wanna 
do? !
What is one promise from God’s word you need to hold onto tightly? What hope doe 
these passages offer you as you wait on the Lord? Hebrews 6:10, Matthew 10:42; 
Philippians 1:6 !
Elizabeth discovered she was pregnant and remained in seclusion for, “five months” (v.
24), why do you think she kept it on the down low?  !
She started by praising God in the quietness of her heart/home, (v.25) - what can we 
learn from her about responding to God’s goodness in our lives? 
  !!
  !!

!

 



Examining the Biblical 
story: Zechariah & 
Elizabeth: how long o 
Lord. 
Elizabeth, lived under the umbrella of both doubt and shame. They both came from 
great pedigree, pastor kids, with Zechariah a pastor himself. The outlook for them was 
highly promising and more favorable than all of their peers; they were probably voted 
most likely to be blessed by God and live happily ever after. As the years went by, that 
prophecy gradually diminished. You see children in the Jewish culture meant God’s 
favor, and without kids it meant that you (mainly the woman) had some sin issues and 
with that stigma a life of shame. The many years of earnest prayers felt at times like 
they never reached past the ceiling. Unfulfilled hopes and dreams, and the looks from 
the other ladies whose quiver was full, probably haunted Elizabeth. There were no 
infertility doctors, and adoption was not an option. 

So as the couple got on in years, the hope of a child had all but ended. What is 
interesting is that Zechariah’s name means “God remembers” meaning that God 
remembers our prayers, hopes, and dreams, even when we forget or have given up 
hope. We read that Zechariah won the priestly lottery and went into the temple to burn 
incense as an act of worship to the Lord and for the people. During this act of worship, 
an angel of the Lord appears to a frightened Zechariah and tells him that his prayers 
had been heard, and that he and Elizabeth will have a son. After the angel listed the 
intricacies of the type of child their future son was to be, Zechariah responds with 
doubt and a bit of sarcasm, and the angel renders him speechless until the child is 
born.  But like all of God’s promises, he proves faithful to Elizabeth, and she gets 
pregnant but keeps it quiet for five months, stating “the Lord has shown his favor and 
taken away my disgrace among the people”. John the Baptist is born, resulting in 
jubilation from both family and neighbors over the Lord’s great mercy. 

SOURCE: http://saddleback.com/blogs/lakeforestsmallgrouplife/index.html?contentid=1640

 


