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“….But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”.. v.10-12”  !!!!
Which character in the Christmas story best describes your current state of 
being?  

•  Ceaser  Augustus - “Bossy Pants”  
•  Joseph - “Quiet Supporter”  
•  Mary - “Burden Bearer”  
•  Baby Jesus - “Vulnerable”  
•  Shepherds - “Lowly but Hopeful”  
•  Angel - “Good News Bearer”  
•  Host of Angels - “Party Time/Joyful” 
•  Wise Men - “Giving Spirit” (Matthew 2:11) !

What do you find most impressive about Joseph and Mary? !
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Luke 
2:1-20



In Luke 1:1-7, Joseph and Mary traveled some 70 miles through mountainous 
terrain, (while she was in her third trimester). When they arrive in Bethlehem, they 
couldn’t find a room to rent in the entire city. How would you explain God’s 
purpose in this situation?   !
Why do you suppose the savior of the world was born in an obscure village and 
laid in a manger? (a feeding trough for animals?) !
Of all the people the angels could have visited, why do you think God sent them 
to the lowly shepherds? !
How many angels did the shepherds see at first? How many showed up later? 
Why do you think the shepherds were allowed to see the breathtaking scene?  !
Look at verse 10, what are the three distinct features of the ministry of Jesus 
Christ?  !
Think back to the day you trusted in Jesus Christ? What did you do later that 
day? Later that week? Who did you tell about what had happened? !
Look at Galatians 4:4-5, what does it imply about the birth and arrival of Jesus 
Christ? What are some similarities between that passage and the titles given to 
Jesus by the angels in verse 11? !
Verse 19 says Mary, “treasured” and “pondered” all that transpired in her heart. 
What workings of God in your life do you still hold near and dear? What God-
stories do you often recall to remind you of God’s power/love/grace in your life? !!!!!!!!
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Question: "Is Micah 
5:2 a Messianic 
prophecy?" 
!
Answer: Micah 5:2 predicts, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” The 
verse clearly speaks of a coming king in Israel, but does it predict the coming of 
the Messiah? !
Micah 5:2 makes a couple of predictions. First, the birthplace of this future “ruler 
of Israel” would be Bethlehem Ephrathah. Since there were two locations known 
as Bethlehem at the time of Micah’s writing, the addition of Ephrathah is 
significant. It specifies the Bethlehem in Judah, the portion of Israel in which the 
capital, Jerusalem, was located. Bethlehem was considered “little,” or 
insignificant, among the cities of Judah, yet would serve as the birthplace of this 
future ruler. !
Second, the coming ruler of Jewish background was one “whose coming forth 
is from old, from ancient days.” What else could this refer to other than the 
Messiah? Only the Messiah fits the description of a ruler in Israel whose origin 
was from times past. In fact, “from ancient days” is sometimes synonymous with 
“eternal” (as in Habakkuk 1:12). Only the Jewish Messiah could be a ruler in 
Israel from eternity past. !
This interpretation is strengthened by the fact that the Jewish religious leaders in 
the first century identified Micah 5:2 as a Messianic prophecy. In Matthew 2, 
wise men from the East visited King Herod in Jerusalem and asked where the 
king of the Jews had been born. Herod assembled all the chief priests and 
scribes, and “he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told 
him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea,’” basing their answer on Micah 5:2. !
Only Jesus Christ fits the Messianic claims of Micah 5:2. He was born in 
Bethlehem Ephrathah (Matthew 2; Luke 2:1-20). Jesus claimed to be the 
Messiah, the ruler of Israel (John 4:25-26). He also fits the description as being 

 



“from ancient times” or eternal (John 1:1; Colossians 1:16-17). No other ruler in 
Israel fits these requirements. Dozens of other direct prophecies in the Old 
Testament (some scholars cite hundreds) fit Jesus’ birth, ministry, and death. !
Jesus told the Jews that the Law and the Prophets provided a clear witness 
that He was who He claimed to be. “These are the Scriptures that testify about 
me,” He said (John 5:39). Still today, those who investigate the prophecy of 
Micah 5:2 and other Messianic passages find compelling evidence that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God. !
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++	  !
* In any case, Jesus was born at night, in some sort of keeping-place for animals. 
After He was delivered, Mary His mother wrapped Him in cloths and laid Him in a 
manger (Luke 2:7). Later that same night, shepherds from nearby fields found Him just 
as the angels told them they would (Luke 2:10–12). 

So, why was the Savior and King born in a place where animals were kept? And why 
was He then laid in the animals’ food trough? Surely, God’s Son deserved a high-
profile birth in the most elegant of surroundings. But, instead, God’s own Son made 
His appearance on earth in the lowliest of circumstances. This humble birth conveys 
an amazing message to creation: the transcendent God condescended to come to 
us. Instead of coming to earth as a pampered, privileged ruler, Jesus was born in 
meekness, as one of us. He is approachable, accessible, available—no palace gates 
bar the way to Him; no ring of guards prevents our approach. The King of kings came 
humbly, and His first bed was a manger. 
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SOURCE: http://www.gotquestions.org/Micah-5-2-Messianic.html 
* SOURCE: http://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-manger.html

 


