






This message was presented to 
college students at William 
Paterson University Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship – Spring 2013 !
You’re all aware of this, but times 
have changed since I was a student 
here on campus. Facebook, Twitter, 
and Youtube wasn’t a part of our 
social conversation. Back then,  we 
actually had to write letters and 
meet up face to face to share 
pictures, (and that’s not even up to 
7 years ago). !
We live today an Internet age where 
video footage of a grown man 
crying over the appearance of a 
double rainbow can make him an 
instant celebrity.  Or how about 
Sweet Brown, who in spite of 
having Bronchitis while trying to 
escape a burning building, made 
popular the phrase, “Ain’t nobody 
Got time for that.” By the way, did 
you know that because of her video, 
(which went viral, and as of today 
has 18 million hits) she’s gone big 
time and has her own commercial 
now on local T.V? Kudos to her! 

!
While that may be the case for 
many online viral video stars, most 
of the famous celebrities and 
personalities we love reached their 
level of fame through hard work, 
sweat, tears, and lots and lots of 
baby steps. Here are a few “Did You 
Knows”: 
  

• Brad Pitt handed out flyers 
while standing outside El Pollo 
Loco Restaurant in Los Angeles 
in a chicken suit. !

• For you KFC lovers, did you 
know that Colonel Sanders was 
an insurance salesman before 
he developed the secret recipe 
for his chicken? !

• Walt Disney's humble 
beginnings involved driving an 
ambulance in World War I in 
France. (Did you also know that 
when Walt initially shared his 
vision for Disney world, he was 
laughed at and told such a thing 
was impossible?) !



• In High School, Michael Jordan 
was rejected as a sophomore 
because he was not tall enough 
to be on the basketball team? I 
love this quote from him, "I've 
missed more than 9000 shots 
in my career. I've lost almost 
300 games. 26 times, I've been 
trusted to take the game 
winning shot and missed. I've 
failed over and over and over 
again in my life. And that is why 
I succeed." !

• Ever heard of a Bible teacher 
named Chuck Swindoll? He’s a 
mega church pastor of 
Stonebriar Community Church 
in Frisco, Texas (5000 plus 
members). Did you know that 
prior to that job, he was pastor 
of at least 4 other churches, of 
which he himself admits he 
grew into the negative?   !

All of these celebrities and famous 
personalities we love and adore 
discovered their calling through 
trial and error. They’re successful 
today because their greatness was 
forged through the fire of trial and 
error, failings and successes, and a 
whole lotta babysteps. !
Which brings us to today. How in 
the world are you to discover your 
unique calling? How many of you 
here tonight would say you’re clear 
on what you’re going to do or what 
God wants you to do with your life 

when you’re done with your time 
here? [Very few hands raised]. !
To help us work through this 
question, I’d like us to walk through 
the life calling of a man in the 
scriptures named Peter. He was an 
uneducated fisherman whom Jesus 
handpicked to lead a group of men 
known as the 12 apostles.  !
In Peter’s story, I intend to show 
you the sometimes-slow process of 
uncovering God’s unique calling for 
your life. His story is in Luke 5:1-8, 
“One day as Jesus was standing by 
the Lake of Gennesaret, the people 
were crowding around him and 
listening to the word of God. 2 He 
saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who 
were washing their nets. 3 He got 
into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him 
to put out a little from shore. Then 
he sat down and taught the people 
from the boat. 4 When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon 
answered, “Master, we’ve worked 
hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I 
will let down the nets.” 
6 When they had done so, they 
caught such a large number of fish 
that their nets began to break. 7 So 
they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, 
and they came and filled both boats 



so full that they began to sink. 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go 
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man!” 9 For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and 
so were James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then 
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be 
afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.” 11 So they pulled their 
boats up on shore, left everything 
and followed him.” !
When you read through the 
gospels, you’ll notice pretty quickly 
that Jesus was a famous preacher. 
Though He never had His own 
Church building, He always had 
mob-like crowds following Him and 
listening to Him speak. That was 
the case this particular afternoon 
on the Lakeside of Gennesaret . 
Unfortunately, (or fortunately) the 
crowds quickly began running out 
of space as thousands of people 
crowded in to hear Jesus teach.  !
Rather quickly, Jesus comes up 
with a quick method for crowd 
control. He decides to get on a boat 
and push out a little from the 
shoreline so the crowds could sit 
comfortably on the beach. 
Acoustically, this made sense 
because the rising shoreline served 
as a great amphitheater with good 
acoustic so everyone could see and 
hear comfortably. Verse 2 says, the 

boat Jesus got in to preach was 
owned by Peter, the main character 
in our story, who at the time, was 
known as Simon. Jesus gets into his 
boat and asks him to push the boat 
out from the shore so he could 
teach.  !
YOUR FIRST BABY 
STEPS !!
A little bit of background here. In 
the chapter prior to this, we find 
out Jesus and Peter had already 
met. In fact, Jesus had lunch at his 
place and healed his mother’s of a 
high fever. So both men are already 
close acquaintances. Jesus however 
has every intention of calling Peter 
to be much more than an 
acquaintance. He is going to give 
Peter a life calling to evangelize the 
world. !
But rather than dropping the career 
changing news on Peter out of the 
blue, Jesus starts the recruiting 
process by giving Peter something 
simple He knew Peter could 
accomplish with ease and minimal 
discomfort. He essentially says, 
“Dude, why don’t you take your 
lunch break now and help me out a 
little by setting up my preaching 
platform.”  !
This was an easy win for Peter.  It 
didn’t require great skill and it was 
right along the lines of something 



he was already used to doing.  So he 
allowed Jesus to use his boat for a 
sermon.  In the margin of my Bible 
next to this verse, I wrote, “Jesus’ 
first call to each one of us is often a 
simple baby step, ‘Can I use your 
boat?’”  !
That’s encouraging, right? Listen, 
unless you have a Moses-and-the-
Burning-Bush moment where God 
tells you exactly what He wants you 
to do for the next 40 years of your 
life, it is highly unlikely that God 
will make clear every detail of your 
life’s calling in one experience. It is 
more likely that He will give you 
several baby steps of faith to take 
before asking you to take one giant 
step of faith into a new calling.  !
So let’s make this really personal. 
What baby steps of faith has Jesus 
already called you to take? Don’t 
overcomplicate or over-spiritualize 
this question. Think simple and 
practical. What has Jesus being 
saying start doing or stop doing? 
For some of you, it could be as 
simple as, “Start being on time!”  
There’s nothing uber-spiritual 
about that, but being on time could 
very well lead to an opportunity 
where you arrive early enough to 
experience something that you 
would otherwise not have 
experienced if you showed up late. 
So, be on time! (Just saying cos 
some of you college students tend 
to be slackers.) 

I wonder sometimes if we are not 
seeing the God-sized responses to 
our prayers because we haven’t 
been faithful to follow through on 
some of the more simple 
instructions God’s already called us 
to obey. The answer to some of your 
God-sized prayers could very well 
be a baby-step away! !
STEPPING UP 
YOUR GAME !!
Now there’s an interesting dynamic 
that begins to happen when you 
respond to God’s babysteps. In a 
short period, you’ll find that Jesus 
will begin to raise the bar a little 
more on you, enough to stretch 
your faith without damaging it.  !
Notice how Jesus does this with 
Peter starting in verse 4, “When he 
had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into deep water, 
and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 
Simon answered, “Master, we’ve 
worked hard all night and haven’t 
caught anything. But because you 
say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 
When they had done so, they 
caught such a large number of fish 
that their nets began to break. 7 So 
they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, 
and they came and filled both boats 
so full that they began to sink.” !



Though it says they caught a ton of 
fish, you need to understand how 
difficult a command this was for 
Peter. Peter is a seasoned 
fisherman and therefore knows that 
the best time to fish is either at 
night or on cloudy days when all 
the fish make their way up to 
cloudy waters. But here comes 
Jesus, who by the way has ZERO 
work experience in fishing. Even 
worse, Jesus shows up smack in the 
middle of the day when it was 
probably hottest and tells a 
seasoned fisherman to head back 
out to sea for some fish. That’s like 
Joel Osteen walking up to Lebron 
James before a game against the 
Lakers and saying, “Hey man I 
think you need to lean in a little 
more when you’re going for a lay 
up. And release the ball a little 
earlier when you shoot your threes. 
Praise Jesus.” (Yes. Joel would say 
that last part!).  !
Peter’s response however is very 
telling. In any other scenario, he 
should mouth off to Jesus about his 
inexperience, but he doesn’t. He 
doesn’t because he has accustomed 
himself to listening and obeying the 
little baby step instructions. Keep 
in mind that Peter had already seen 
Jesus heal His mother, he had 
already seen Jesus rebuke and cast 
out evil demons simply by telling 
them to leave, and He had already 
seen the impact Jesus’ preaching 
was having on people. So, though 

the instruction to put out to deep 
water didn’t make sense, Peter 
obeyed anyway because JESUS 
SAID TO.  !
As a result they caught so much fish 
that their nets and boat could 
barely contain it. The miracle here 
is that even on a good night, they 
wouldn’t have caught this quantity 
of fish. In the same manner which 
Jesus Christ multiplied five loaves 
of bread and two fish to feed over 
5000 people, the author of life 
either just multiplied the number of 
fish that were currently in the 
location these men were fishing, or 
He just instructed every fish in the 
area to assemble where their net 
was. Either way Peter just had a 
crash course in what would end up 
being his life’s calling. !
I’ve often thought of this event and 
can’t help but smile at the 
implications.  !

• Consider the fact that through 
this large haul of fish, Jesus just 
provided extra income for 
Peter’s family, at least enough 
income for the month, maybe 
longer.  !

• Picture the faces of the other 
fishermen on shore when the 
guys pulled in with such a large 
catch in the middle of the day. 
They would have thought, “grab 
the boat, we’re going out too!” 



only to find out that the fish 
were actually following Jesus.  !

• Imagine the conversation Peter 
would have had with his wife 
that evening when he got back 
from work and she asked, “Hey 
honey how was your day at 
work today?” !

You know what Jesus is doing here? 
He just raised the bar on Peter by 
showing him what was possible.  !
God will rarely give you the full 
picture of what He’s calling you to 
do all in one moment. More than 
likely, from baby steps to stepping 
up, He will give you glimpses of 
what could be if you followed Him; 
He’ll give you little wins.  !
For me, those baby steps and 
stepping-up-my-game happened 
right here on this campus sometime 
in the late 90’s early 2000s. I’d read 
a book called, “KINDNESS 
CONSPIRACY” which talked about 
sharing the gospel through acts of 
kindness. As a result, I felt the 
burdened to purchase a bunch of 
garbage bags, get a group of people 
from our fellowship, and make our 
way through the dorms to collect 
people’s garbage in the name of 
Christ! So we did, and a few people 
thought we were weird. Most 
however thankfully handed us their 
garbage bags and asked why we 
were doing it.  

It wasn’t anything dramatic or life 
changing, but by God’s grace, it 
opened some doors for new 
relationships to be formed. In fact, 
I found out a few months later that 
a few other college campuses heard 
about what we did and were doing 
the same kind of kindness outreach 
on their campuses.    !
I did a few more outreach events 
based on what I read in the book 
and it wasn’t too long after those 
experiences that I began to sense 
God calling me to change directions 
from Business marketing to full 
time ministry. You see what 
happened there? Obedience to baby 
steps opened the door to something 
more permanent in my life.  !
STEPPING INTO 
THE 
EXTRAORDINARY !!
Let’s go back to Peter for a moment 
and see the impact this event had 
on his life. Peter’s response to Jesus 
reveals a lot about his heart because 
any other person would have seen 
all those fish and thought, “Man, I 
gotta get Jesus to come work for 
me!” But instead, listen to how the 
story ends, verse 8, “When Simon 
Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ 
knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he 
and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish they 



had taken, …hen Jesus said to 
Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now 
on you will catch men.” 11 So they 
pulled their boats up on shore, left 
everything and followed him.” !
Now we know from accounts in the 
New Testament book of Acts that 
Peter would end up being a key 
leader in the New Church, and in 
fact preached a sermon where over 
3000 people responded by 
becoming followers of Jesus Christ. 
So think about it. Within 3 years of 
that conversation on a boat with 
Jesus, Peter found his life’s calling. !
To be clear, I’m not saying if you 
follow Jesus, all your dreams and 
plans will become fulfilled in the 
next 3 years. However, a strong 
case can be made, and is made from 
this passage that it’s in the process 
of getting involved that you 
discover who and what you’re 
called to be and do. Peter was at his 
day job when he discovered Jesus 
wanted him to spend his life 
winning souls.  !
With where you are right now, what 
is God calling you to begin doing 
today? What is He saying you 

should start doing or stop doing? 
What has He called you to get 
involved in? As you faithfully 
respond to God’s instructions with 
the baby steps, He will raise the bar 
a little bit and call you to 
opportunities that might stretch 
you beyond your comfort level. It 
might even come at a cost to you, 
(as in, you might need to change 
directions).  !
But listen, it’s during those faith-
filled baby-steps that you will begin 
to see God do things in your life you 
never thought possible,  and it’s 
during those undramatic 
experiences that your calling in life 
will begin to crystallize just as it did 
for Peter. !
So what are those next steps God 
has already called you, or is calling 
you to start taking?  !
GET MOVING! !
 


