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• “Palestinian pact disrupts peace talks 

with Israel” – Washington Post
!
• “Netanyahu reiterates Israel will not talk 

with Hamas-backed Palestinian 
government” – UK.News.Yahoo
!

• “Palestinians will never recognize Israel 
as 'Jewish state -Abbas” – Daily Star
!

It is next to impossible to make it through a 
24-hour news cycle without hearing some 
heart racing news about this tiny nation in 
the Middle East, (a nation about the size of 
New Jersey). Hate her or love her, you 
cannot ignore the nation of Israel. 
!
The story of Israel is a remarkable one.  It’s 
perhaps the only nation whose roots can 
actually be traced back to one single 
individual, Abraham. From him and his wife, 
Sarah, came forth the patriarchs Isaac and 
Jacob, then the 12 tribes of Israel. 
!
Not only has God has singled Israel out as 
the apple of His eyes, but because of His 
love and eternal plan for her, Israel has 
outlasted many other ancient people groups 
and nations, (in-spite of the fact that she 
lives in constant threat from its neighboring 
enemies). Consider all the nations in the Old 
Testament that constantly threatened and 
warred against her; the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Amalekites, and all the other 
kite-nations. They’re all gone. When was the 
last time you went out on a date with an 
Edomite? Or had cup of coffee with a 
Jebusite? Nada! 
!
You need only look at Israel’s location on a 
map in relation to all the larger Muslim 

nations surrounding it, and you’ll appreciate 
God’s sovereign hand over her.
!
Do you know how and why Israel has 
survived for so long and become the 
epicenter of religious and political conflict in 
the world? In the words of Dr. David 
Jeremiah from his book, “What in the World 
is Going On?”, it is because ISRAEL IS THE 
ANCIENT STARTING POINT OF GOD’S 
REDEMPTIVE PLAN FOR HUMANITY AND 
THE FUTURE STAGING GROUND FOR 
BIBLICAL PROPHECY.   !
Whatever happens to Israel, impacts the 
whole world! So, caring about, praying for, 
and understanding the state of affairs in 
Israel’s matters tremendously to you and I. It 
actually helps us date exactly where we are 
on the prophetic calendar of human history. 
In fact, let’s do a pop quiz. If human history, 
starting from the Old Testament book of 
Daniel (past) up until the 2nd return of Jesus 
Christ (future) were laid out on a 31-day 
calendar. What date do you think we’re 
currently living in today? 
!
In light of how many Biblical prophesies have 
been fulfilled and events that have transpired 
in history, at the earliest, we are currently 
living on the 28th of that month. No one 
knows when the 31st will be, but we are 
certainly living dramatically closer to the end 
of the age than those Biblical authors who 
first penned the events that would occur at 
the end of the age.
!
So in this message, we’re going to turn our 
attention to the second, seventh, and eight 
chapters of the Old Testament book of 
Daniel. We’ll look at a prophetic dream God 
gave to a pagan king named 
Nebuchadnezzar. In it, the king is shown a 
giant statue made of different stones that 
each represent kingdoms that would rise to 
power and eventually fall before the 
culmination of the age/return of Jesus Christ. 
His dream of the statue/kingdoms will help 
us pinpoint where, how, and why it is we are 
currently living on the 28th of the prophetic 
calendar of human history.  
!



I DREAMED A 
DREAM !!
Here’s the context. The king has already 
dreamt the dream. He’s gathered his 
advisors to give him an interpretation, but 
none can, all proving to be frauds. The king 
becomes furious and orders that they all be 
executed. Daniel (also a highly positioned 
advisor) gets wind of the orders, and appeals 
for more time to interpret the dream. God 
reveals the content of the king’s dream to 
Daniel and its interpretation. That’s where we 
pick up the story.
!
Daniel 2:28, “There is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries. He has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to 
come.”  Daniel 2:31–35, “Your Majesty 
looked, and there before you stood a large 
statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, 
awesome [inspiring fear and dread] in 
appearance. 32 The head of the statue was 
made of pure gold, its chest and arms of 
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its 
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly 
of baked clay. 34 While you were watching, a 
rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It 
struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay 
and smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the 
clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were 
all broken to pieces and became like chaff 
on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind 
swept them away without leaving a trace. 
But the rock that struck the statue became a 
huge mountain and filled the whole earth.” To 
really appreciate what the king dreamed and 
what Daniel was interpreting, check out this 
animated video at this link: (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-GMp1iBjv8)
!
Vivid, right? Well, Daniel goes on to interpret 
its meaning and explains to king that the 
statue in his dream represents five great 
empires. Today, four of those empires have 
risen to power and fallen, and the stage is 
currently being set for the fifth. Let’s look at 
the first four quickly, and then spend the bulk 
of our time on the fifth and the great rock 
that broke it into pieces.  
!

EMPIRE 1 – HEAD 
OF GOLD 
[BABYLONIAN] 
!!
Speaking to Nebuchadnezzar in verse 36-38, 
Daniel says, “This was the dream, and now 
we will interpret it to the king. Your Majesty, 
you are the king of kings. The God of heaven 
has given you dominion and power and 
might and glory; in your hands he has placed 
all mankind and the beasts of the field and 
the birds in the sky. Wherever they live, he 
has made you ruler over them all. You are 
that head of gold.” This one is simple 
enough. At the time of this dream, the 
Babylonians ruled a vast empire that covered 
a significant chunk of the known world 
anywhere from 606 to 539 BC
!
EMPIRE 2 – CHEST 
AND ARMS OF 
SILVER [MEDO-
PERSIANS] 
!!
Continuing in verse 39a, Daniel explains, 
“After you, another kingdom will arise, 
inferior to yours.” This is another simple one. 
If you turn to the history books, you’ll find 
that the Medo-Persian Empire conquered 
Babylon sometime in 539 BC and remained 
in power for some 200 years. In fact, Daniel 
5:22-23, 30-31 tells us the exact moment 
their overthrow happened when it says, “But 
you, Belshazzar, [last king of Babylon] have 
not humbled yourself, though you knew all 
this.  Instead, you have set yourself up 
against the Lord of heaven…. That very night 
Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was 
slain, and Darius the Mede took over the 
kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.”
!!



EMPIRE 3 – BELLY 
& THIGHS OF 
BRONE – 
[GRECIANS]   
  !
In verse 39b, Daniel goes on to explain, 
“Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will 
rule over the whole earth.” Not only does 
history identify Greece as the next empire to 
come into power after the Persians, but God 
grants Daniel a vision later on in chapter 7 
and 8 that corroborates what 
Nebuchadnezzar saw.  Both accounts paint 
a picture of the speed and swiftness with 
which Phillip of Macedonia, and later on his 
son Alexander the Great, would move 
through and conquer the known world at the 
time. 
!
So then, this third kingdom, the belly and 
thighs of bronze speaks of the rise of the 
Greeks and their cultural widespread 
influence on the world. One of Alexander’s 
famous lament before his death was that his, 
“chief regret was that there were no more 
worlds to conquer.”
!
That brings us to the fourth. 
!
EMPIRE 4 – LEGS 
OF IRON – [ROME]   !!
Daniel 2:40, “Finally, there will be a fourth 
kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and 
smashes everything—and as iron breaks 
things to pieces, so it will crush and break all 
the others.”  Iron typified the rule of Rome. 
So you’ll often hear historians referring to the 
Roman Empire as, Rome’s “Iron” hand, or 
Rome’s “Iron” grip. Even their army was 
known as the, “Iron Legion.”
!

5TH EMPIRE – 
FEET & TOES OF 
IRON & CLAY !
All four empires have risen to power and 
fallen just as God revealed to 
Nebuchadnezzar. The Babylonians fell to the 
Medo-Persians. The Persians fell to the 
Greeks, and Greeks to Rome. But there 
remains a 5th empire right? (The feet of the 
statue that’s a mix of clay and stone.) 
!
In order to understand this fifth empire that’s 
to rise to power, we have to move from the 
past to our future because since the fall of 
Rome, nothing in history remotely 
corresponds to such a massive empire 
consisting of 10 kingdoms or dominions.
!
Here are a few distinctives about this fifth 
kingdom, and why we believe it’s still in our 
near future. One, Daniel points out in the 
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
that this fifth kingdom will be in place ruling 
on earth right up to the return of Jesus Christ 
when He sets up His earthly kingdom. So 
Daniel 2:44 says, “In the time of those kings, 
[Iron and clay feet and toes] the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that will never 
be destroyed, nor will it be left to another 
people. It will crush all those kingdoms and 
bring them to an end, but it will itself endure 
forever. This is the meaning of the vision of 
the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by 
human hands—a rock that broke the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold 
to pieces.” So this kingdom will lead us right 
into the era of the 2nd coming of Christ.
!
Two, note that on the statue, the feet is a 
natural continuation of the legs. The legs are 
made of iron, but so are the feet, mixed in 
with some baked clay. This leads us then to 
believe that the fifth kingdom is a revival of 
the Empire of Rome (maybe not as strong, 
but it will arise out of the same territory that 
was Rome).
!
Now let’s dig in a little more because 
remember I said earlier, Daniel also received 
a vision from God about these same 



kingdoms. Except in Daniel’s visions, each 
kingdom is pictured as a ferocious beast. 
When Daniel gets to the fourth beast (same 
as Nebuchadnezzar’s fifth), here’s how God 
pictures it for him – Daniel 7:7, “After that, in 
my vision at night I looked, and there before 
me was a fourth beast—terrifying and 
frightening and very powerful. It had large 
iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its 
victims and trampled underfoot whatever 
was left. It was different from all the former 
beasts, and it had ten horns.” So even in 
Daniel’s vision, you can see small 
correlations between the iron features of the 
beast and statue and the ten toes and ten 
horns. Both are speaking of the same fifth 
kingdom that’s still to come. 
!
So the question then is, what kingdom is 
being referred to here? Are there signs in our 
day that can help us identify what kingdom 
this might be? The answer is, yes.  
!
THE EMERGING 
COALITION !!
An overwhelming amount of evidence is 
pointing in the direction of the European 
Union.  The E.U is an economic and political 
partnership between 28 democratic 
European countries, (if you start trouble with 
one of them, you have to go to war with ALL 
of them!) In fact, they’ve grown so powerful 
and influential that they have their own 
currency called the “EURO”. By the way, did 
you know that the EURO carries slightly 
more weight than the dollar? As of this 
weekend, you’ll get an exchange rate of 
$1.38 for 1 EURO. 
!
Now of course, scriptures tell us that the fifth 
kingdom will consist of 10 nations, whereas 
the EU currently has 28 nations. How does 
that correlate? First off, let me point out that 
the E.U didn’t always consist of 28 nations. It 
began in 1957 with 6 members and has 
added more nations over the years.

Secondly, the picture of iron and clay 
captures the unbalanced mix of nations in 
the E.U. If you take a look at the current list 
of members, you’ll notice that some nations 

are clay-like, and others are iron-like. In other 
words, some nations in the E.U are wealthier, 
more influential, and politically stronger than 
others. So we might end up seeing a 
situation where 10 out of those 28 nations 
become the nations that really carry the 
weight of major political decisions.
!
In his book, “What in the World is Going 
On?”, Dr. David Jeremiah writes this about 
the European Union and the Biblical imagery 
of clay and iron. He says, “… the 
combination of clay and iron represents the 
diverse racial, religious, and political 
elements that will comprise the final form of 
the revived Roman Empire. That is, in fact, 
what we see today in the early 
manifestations of the European coalition. 
While the E.U has great economic and 
political clout, the cultures and languages of 
its various countries are so incredibly diverse 
that it cannot hold together anymore than 
iron and clay, unless unity is imposed by an 
extremely powerful leader. As the EU 
prepares to elect a strong president for a 
longer term in office, we can see how an 
uneasy unity could come about.”
!
Now here’s why this should really grab your 
attention. Not only is there currently on the 
world stage a powerful and influential fifth 
kingdom that occupies the same territory as 
the ancient Roman empire, but in Daniel’s 
prophecy, this last kingdom sets the stage 
for the entry of a figure the Bible refers to as 
the Antichrist (a single supreme leader who 
will emerge to take control of the European 
Union). Look at Daniel’s interpretation of 
what happens with the 10 kingdom coalition, 
Daniel 7:8, 23-25, “While I was thinking 
about the horns, there before me was 
another horn, a little one, which came up 
among them; and three of the first horns 
were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes 
like the eyes of a human being and a mouth 
that spoke boastfully… The fourth beast 
[same kingdom as the Iron and clay feet and 
toes] is a fourth kingdom that will appear on 
earth. It will be different from all the other 
kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, 
trampling it down and crushing it. The ten 
horns are ten kings who will come from this 
kingdom. After them another king will arise, 
different from the earlier ones; he will subdue 



three kings. He will speak against the Most 
High and oppress his holy people and try to 
change the set times and the laws. The holy 
people will be delivered into his hands for a 
time, times and half a time.”

When the prophecy speaks of the little horn 
oppressing the Most High’s holy people, 
note that that is a reference to the Jews. 
From the beginning of time, Satan has tried 
to wipe this people group off the face of the 
map. He attempted it through Haman in the 
book of Esther and through Hitler in our 
recent history. This little horn/Antichrist will 
do them great harm again when he rises to 
power within the future fifth kingdom.  He will 
do this because he is evil, because Israel is 
near and dear to God’s heart, and (as I said 
in the beginning) because Israel is the 
ancient starting point of God’s redemptive 
plan for humanity and the future staging 
ground for Biblical prophecy.
!
As enticing as it is to dig in further into the 
mission and identity of this little horn/
Antichrist figure, I think it best to save it for 
another message where I can do justice to 
the topic. For now, what I really want to point 
out is the fact that the creator God revealed 
a detailed prophecy about the end of the age 
to Daniel, and four out of five of them have 
been fulfilled. So, we can be certain that the 
fifth will come to pass. 
!
Jesus told us not to bother ourselves with 
the “when” of His return, but emphasized 
being in a state of readiness so He would 
find us faithful upon His return. My 
speculation about living on the 28th of the 
month is purely that, just speculation. I could 
also very well be completely wrong in 
connecting the fifth kingdom to the E.U. 
Decades ago, Christians thought the United 
Nations was the fifth kingdom, and those 
folks would admit today they were wrong. 


What I would like you to take home from this 
message is a response to the question, “ARE 
YOU READY?” There was a time when you 
could say the future was way off and you 
need not worry about the end now, but 
several fulfilled Biblical prophecies and 
modern technological advancements (that 
allow the gospel to spread faster) put us 
closer to the end of the age than previous 
generations before us.  
!
When Christ returns, will He find you 
faithfully at work serving Him, living for Him, 
managing all He entrusted to you? Will He 
find you diligently telling people about Him, 
or will He find you slacking off like a lazy 
complacent employee? In the words of 
Jesus Himself, “Therefore keep watch 
because you do not know when the owner of 
the house will come back--whether in the 
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows, or at dawn.” Mark 13:35
!
 What areas in your life need to come in 
alignment with Him today? What do you 
need to start doing or stop doing today that 
will result in Christ commending you, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master's happiness!” Matthew 25:21
!


