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SHEGZNSTUFF DOTCOM PRESENTS YOU THE: FRIENDLY GUIDE TO

THIS WORLD IS NOT MY HOME, I’M JUST PASSING THROUGH:  
“…But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power 
that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body.” (Philippians 3:20-21)

In the play, the main character talks about the sudden 
disappearance of all Christians from the world and calls it the 
“Rapture”; is this a real event yet to happen? Does the Bible 
have anything to say about this? !
YES. Though the word “rapture” does not appear in the Bible, it 
is a term used to describe a supernatural event that will 
physically unite every Christian with Jesus Christ when He 
returns. For observers who are left behind on earth, this event will 
play out as the sudden and instantaneous disappearance of 
millions of born-again Christians all over the world.
!
Some helpful scripture passages on this issues include 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the 
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality.” 
!!

Other helpful scriptural references:  
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Philippians 3:20-21; Matthew 24:30-36; 
Acts 1:9-11
!
Upon his arrival in heaven, the main character describes 
heaven as a “city” filled with streets, buildings, art, and 
education. Is there any biblical basis for this?   !
YES. The idea of heaven as a city is scripturally accurate. In the 
book of of Revelation, chapter 21, the apostle John is taken on a 
field trip around heaven to show him events yet to happen and 
he writes this “… I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.”
!
At least on 10 different occasions in chapter 21, he describes 
heaven as a city with lots of bustling activity. The city will have 
people in it (v.24), it has streets (paved with gold – v.21), trees 
(22:2), walls (v.15), gates (v.15), a river (v. 22:1), and traveling in 
and out of it (v.26).
!

Enjoyed the play? 
Bet you have a 

number of questions 
running through your 
mind. Well, we have 

answers!
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The main character interacts with an 
angel named Uriel who serves in the 
role of a servant/tour guide. Does the 
Bible talk about the role angels will play 
in heaven? !
This point is assumed from a few texts in 
scripture, specifically in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 
where Paul speaks of the responsibilities 
Christians will have in the world to come. 
He says not only will born again Christians 
assist Christ in judging the world (in the 
millennial kingdom), but they will also 
judge angels. The word for “judge” in verse 
3 can also mean “to govern or rule”; hence 
it is highly probable that Christians will 
have some rule over angels in heaven. 
!
According to Hebrews 1:14, part of their 
current job responsibilities includes 
ministering to the saints, so it seems 
reasonable that they will serve the saints in 
heaven.
!
Other helpful scriptures: Daniel 7:22; 
Revelation 2:26-27; Revelation 3:21
!
In heaven, the main character has a 
physical, “new and advanced” glorified 
body that can do things his human body 
can’t. Is there any biblical basis for this?  !
YES. In the book of Philippians 3:20-21, 
the apostle Paul says “…But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables 
him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they 
will be like his glorious body.”
!
So we know for certain that our bodies will 
be some combination of spiritual and 
physical because Christ had both when He 
was raised from the dead (John 20:26-27), 
and we’re told we will become like Him in 
the resurrection. According to 

1 Corinthians 15:40-44, this new and 
advanced body will have a heavenly 
splendor about it and will be awesome to 
behold; it is imperishable and will never 
age or decay. It is glorious and perfectly 
suited for the new heaven and new earth, 
and it is powerful and will be able to 
accomplish incredible feats. 
!
The suggestion in the play that we would 
have telepathic powers and telephoto eyes 
was simply a creative (fictional) way to 
bring these texts to life.
!
Other helpful scriptural references include: 


!
Romans 8:11; 

1 Corinthians 15:40-44; 

Luke 9:28-32
!
In the play, the angel (Uriel) 
explains the judgment seat of 
Christ to the main character; 
can you point me to some 
biblical texts that elaborate 
on what the judgment seat of 
Christ is all about? !
In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul says 
“For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for 
the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad”.  
Since our sins have already 
been dealt with at the cross of 
Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:13-14), 
the purpose of this ceremony in heaven is 
to evaluate the management of all that was 
entrusted to believers while on earth, and 
to reward them accordingly.
!
The one overseeing these judgments will 
be Christ Himself and in 1 Corinthians 
3:11-15, we are told there will be one of 
two possible results from his evaluation of 
our lives; a reward received or a reward 
lost. Starting in verse 11“…For no one can 
lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any 
man builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 
his work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 
the quality of each man's work. If what he 
has built survives, he will receive his 
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer 
loss; he himself will be saved, but only as 
one escaping through the flames.”
!
This evaluation can be described as trial by 
fire. The gold, silver, and costly stones are 
indestructible when put through fire and 
are a symbolic picture of the “works” a 
believer did on earth in God’s power to 
advance his kingdom.  The wood, hay, and 
straw are obviously easily destructible 
when put through fire and are symbolic of 
the “works” a believer did through his own 
efforts and for his own glory. Though both 
groups are safe and secure for all eternity 
in heaven, the latter loses out on whatever 
rewards they thought they would receive 
because all their “works” were done for 
their own personal glory. The former are 

greatly rewarded and celebrated 
because their energy was spent 

investing in “works” that continually 
pointed people to Christ and advanced 
God’s kingdom on earth. 
!
In the play, Jesus talks about the 
different crowns we’ll be rewarded with 
in heaven. Where in the Bible are those 
crowns explained? And what other 
heavenly rewards are described in the 
Bible? !
There will be rewards granted to believers 
whose works proves “indestructible” by 
the fire test.  In the New Testament, there 
are five areas in which specific heavenly 
rewards are mentioned.
!
In 1 Corinthians 9:25, an incorruptible 
crown is promised to those who 
continually train themselves and grow in 
Godliness. In 1 Thessalonians 2:19, a 
crown of rejoicing is promised to those 
who continually win people to Christ. In 
James 1:12, a crown of life is promised to 
those who persevere through trials for the 
sake of Christ. In 2 Timothy 4:8, a crown of 
righteousness is promised to those who 
have patterned their lives in preparation 
and longed for the day when Christ would 
return. In 1 Peter 5:4, a crown of glory is 
promised to those who have faithfully 
shepherded and fed God’s church.
!
Along with those rewards, Jesus promises 
that Christians who have been faithful in 
little things on earth will be entrusted with 
greater and more exciting responsibilities 
in the world to come (Luke 19:17, 

1 Corinthians 6:2-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, 

KEY TEXT: 
2 Corinthians 

5:10
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and Revelation 2:26, Revelation 3:21).
!
In the play, only the believers from the 
New Testament are rewarded, what 
about all the saints from the Old 
Testament? Where are they?  !
They’re already in heaven and have already 
been judged/evaluated by Christ.  
!
The Israelite nation has a unique 
relationship with God in that they are His 
chosen people; it was to them that the law 
was entrusted to, the covenants, the 
temple worship, and the promises. 
“...theirs are the patriarchs, and from them 
is traced the human ancestry of Christ, 
who is God over all, forever praised! Amen! 
(Romans 9:4-5)
!
The judgment seat of Christ is a reference 
to the evaluation of all believers who came 
to faith in Christ Jesus after the day of 
Pentecost. Prior to this period, the Old 
Testament saints were saved not by works, 
but by faith in the promise of a coming 
redeemer.  Galatians 4:2 says “If, in fact, 
Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about-but not before 
God. 3 What does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness."
!
We also hold to this view that the Old 
Testament saints are already in heaven 
because at the end of the seven year 
tribulation period following the rapture of 
the church, Jesus Christ returns to earth in 
glory and….the armies of heaven were 
following Him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean 
(Revelation 19:14). There’s every reason to 
believe that included in that army are His 
angels, the glorified church, and the 
resurrected Old Testament saints.
!
For further reading on the distinctions 
between the church, Israel, and God’s plan 
for the Jews, read Romans 9, 10, and 11. 
!
The angels described in the play don’t 
look like the cute cuddly angels in 
books I’ve read. Where in the Bible are 
angels described in all their glory? !
The Bible describes different ranks of 
angels, but not once is the word “cute” 
ever used to describe them. One of the 
most detailed accounts of these heavenly 
messengers is in Daniel 10:5-6 “…I looked 
up and there before me was a man 
dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest 

gold around his waist. His body was like 
chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes 
like flaming torches, his arms and legs like 
the gleam of burnished bronze, and his 
voice like the sound of a multitude.”
!
So the indication is that these heavenly 
messengers are fierce beings for humans 
to behold. One consistent reaction they 
always get when they appear to humans is 
trepidation, hence the greetings they often 
give “do not be afraid”  (Daniel 10:19, 
Matthew 28:5, Luke 1:30, Luke 2:10). They 
are described with different names in the 
scriptures: The book of Job 38:7 describes 
them as the “morning stars”; Psalm 104:4 
describes them as “winds” and “flames of 
fire”. These are simply the closest terms 
natural humans can use to describe 
supernatural beings.   


!
Holy angels are servants of God who 
perform only God’s’ biddings.  
!
Nowhere in scriptures do they themselves 
ever receive worship. Whenever a human 
tries to worship a holy angel, they always 
re-direct the worship to God. In the book 
of Revelation 19:10, the apostle John is so 
overwhelmed by the appearance of an 
angel that he impulsively falls down to 
worship him and the angel responds by 
saying “…Do not do it! I am a fellow 
servant with you and with your brothers 
who hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
Worship God”.
!
In the play, I heard one of the weirdest 
descriptions of God the father, what was 
that based on? !
It would be impossible for finite beings to 
describe an infinite God; the bible says “no 
one has seen God” (John 1:18), so for the 
purposes of this play, we had to use some 

imagination without violating any scriptural 
teaching. 
!
Our attempt was to describe the “glory” of 
God, rather than give a concise picture of 
the father himself. And so we searched out 
accounts in the scriptures where a prophet 
was allowed to see God’s glory. The 
account we found easiest to work with was 
Ezekiel’s description and as you can tell, 
we tried to stick as closely as we could to 
his description of the overwhelming glory 
of God.
!
Ezekiel 1:4-9 “…I looked, and I saw a 
windstorm coming out of the north-an 
immense cloud with flashing lightning and 
surrounded by brilliant light. The center of 
the fire looked like glowing metal, 5 and in 
the fire was what looked like four living 
creatures. In appearance their form was 
that of a man, 6 but each of them had four 
faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were 
straight; their feet were like those of a calf 
and gleamed like burnished bronze. 8 
Under their wings on their four sides they 
had the hands of a man. All four of them 
had faces and wings, 9 and their wings 
touched one another. Each one went 
straight ahead; they did not turn as they 
moved.” …. (Verse 15) as I looked at the 
living creatures, I saw a wheel on the 
ground beside each creature with its four 
faces. 16 This was the appearance and 
structure of the wheels: They sparkled like 
chrysolite, and all four looked alike. Each 
appeared to be made like a wheel 
intersecting a wheel. 17 As they moved, 
they would go in any one of the four 
directions the creatures faced; the wheels 
did not turn about as the creatures went. 
18 Their rims were high and awesome, and 
all four rims were full of eyes all around.”
!
Read the rest of the chapter to get the full 
description, but hopefully you understand 
why we had to limit our description in the 
play to what the main character described.
!
There was a reference to the marriage 
feast of the Lamb. Where is it described 
in the Bible and what’s it all about? !
The first mention of this feast or supper is 
in Revelation 19:7-9 “...Let us rejoice and 
be glad and give him glory! For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 
bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, 
bright and clean, was given her to wear." 
Then the angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed 
are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of the Lamb!” 
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The wedding supper or marriage feast is 
best understood in light of the wedding 
customs in Jesus’ day. Unlike marriages 
today, weddings back then had three 
parts. First was the betrothal or 
engagement stage where the groom’s 
parents would pay a dowry to the bride’s 
parents. This was the same period Joseph 
and Mary were in when she was found to 
be with child.
!
The second part took place about a year 
later when the groom, accompanied by his 
male friends would go to the bride’s house 
at night with lamps, dancing and 
celebrating through the streets. His bride 
and her friends would also be waiting and 
would join up with the groom, and all 
would end up at the bridegroom’s house. 
This picture is illustrated in a story Jesus 
told about the 10 virgins who had lamps in 
Matthew 25:1-13. The third part of the 
wedding ceremony would be the marriage 
supper itself where there would be dancing 
and eating, and that could go on for many 
days.
!
In the New Testament, the relationship 
between Jesus Christ and the church is 
often described with pictures of a bride 
and bridegroom. The vision John sees in 
Revelation is a picture of the third part of 
our “union” or “marriage” with Christ (Him 
being the groom, and the church 
representing the bride), the indication 
being that the first two parts already 
occurred.
!
The first part (betrothal) would have been 
when all born again believers put their faith 
in Jesus Christ as their savor. The dowry 
paid by the bride’s parents would have 
been the blood Jesus Christ shed on the 
cross for our sins to appease the wrath of 
God the father. Just like the story Jesus 
told, the bride (us) now waits and watches 
the arrival of the groom.
!
The second phase of our union with Christ 
is yet to happen, and that is the reference 
to the return of Christ when the church will 
be raptured to be with him. It will be the 
glorious moment when he returns in glory 
to take his bride to his father’s house in 
heaven.
!
Naturally, the third part will be the marriage 
feast of the Lamb that John describes in 
Revelation. All the redeemed saints 
throughout history will be invited to this 
heavenly celebration with the Lord and his 
church, including the Old Testament saints. 


After his judgment, the main character 
is reunited with his family and loved 
ones who were also followers of Jesus 
Christ. Is this true? Will I someday be 
united with my other family members 
and friends who were followers of Jesus 
Christ? !
Though our relationship with God in 
heaven will be more than enough to 
sustain us for all of eternity, He has put in 
our hearts a desire for relationships with 
other humans (Genesis 2:18), that will carry 
on even in eternity, hence heaven will be 
filled with plenty of friendships and close 
relational ties. Two Bible passages have us 
convinced of this.
!
The first is in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 
where the apostle Paul writes “Brothers, 
we do not want you to be ignorant about 
those who fall asleep (died), or to grieve 
like the rest of men, who have no 
hope….God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him…. For the 
Lord himself will come down from 
heaven….and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage each other with these 
words.”
!
Paul was writing to believers who were 
afraid that their “brethren” in Christ were 
gone forever and would miss the second 
coming of Jesus Christ. And so Paul writes 
to assure them that our source of comfort 
isn’t only that we will someday be united 
with our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
also that we’ll be united with 
loved ones who have gone 
ahead of us.
!
The second text that has us 
convinced that in heaven there 
will be a family reunion of sorts 
is Revelation 7:9. In it, the 
apostle John saw a vision of a 
worship gathering in heaven 
and describes it this way 
“….After this I looked and there 
before me was a great 
multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing 
before the throne and in front of 
the Lamb. They were wearing 
white robes and were holding 
palm branches in their hands”.
!

The fact that he is able to distinguish the 
people he saw by their nations and tribes 
indicates that there will be some ongoing 
relational connection with people we once 
knew on earth and were connected with. 
Though we are all one in Christ, signified 
by our white robe, it appears we are 
allowed to retain some of the unique 
cultural qualities that distinguish us even 
on earth.

 

Where are all the people who never 
trusted in Jesus Christ? !
Matthew 13:40-43 says “…As the weeds 
are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it 
will be at the end of the age. The Son of 
Man (Jesus) will send out his angels, and 
they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do 
evil. They will throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. 
!
While the saints who have put their faith in 
Jesus Christ dwell in glory with God in 
heaven, the scriptures tell us that there will 
be separation and suffering for those who 
reject him.  2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 says 
“This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with 
his powerful angels. He will punish those 
who do not know God and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and 
shut out from the presence of the Lord and 
from the majesty of his power”
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What damns people to hell for all eternity and causes them to be 
shut out of the presence of the Lord isn’t bad behavior, but 
instead an absolute rejection of the salvation offered through 
Jesus Christ, or in a more concise word – unbelief.
!
On multiple occasions, God pleads with man to come to him, 
for he takes no pleasure in the death or damnation of 
anyone (Ezekiel 18:32).  Jesus himself reprimanded 
some of the so called religious leaders because they 
would not come to him so they might have eternal life 
(John 5:40); though that was the very thing he came 
to earth for. “...I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full” (John 10:10). 
!
Later on in 1 Timothy 2:5, it says “For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men. In John 6:37, 
the offer to come to Jesus is affirmed when it says “whoever 
comes to me I will never drive away”. 
!
So the evidence of scripture points to a continual invitation for all 
to trust in Jesus Christ. However, when the mercy and patience of 
God has been exhausted, all that’s left for those who continue to 
hold on to unbelief is judgment. Paul elaborates on that point in 
Romans 1:18-20 when he says “…the wrath of God is being 
revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 
of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-have been 

clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 
men are without excuse.”
!
 When all is said and done, Revelation 20:15 says, in the end, 
Hades, death, the antichrist, the false prophets and “…anyone's 

name not found written in the book of life, will be thrown into 
the lake of fire.” Though this is a sad reality for those who 

end up in hell, one thing we’re certain of is that in 
heaven, we will not be haunted by the thoughts of 
loved ones who aren’t there because Revelation 21:4 
says “he will wipe away every tear from their eyes,… 
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain”
!

You have the ability to CHOOSE to not go to hell 
because Jesus’ invitation is being extended to you today 

“…Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 
11:28-30
!
In the play, the main character claimed that he was “saved” 
by praying a simple prayer. How is that possible, and can I 
experience the same dramatic life transformation? !
A “simple prayer” never saves anyone, the only way the scriptures 
declare that one may be saved and reconciled into a right 
relationship with God is through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus
!!

Romans 10:9 
if you confess with your mouth, 
"Jesus is Lord," and believe in 
your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and 
are saved.”

“Come to 
me...and i will 
give you rest”  

-Jesus

WHERE’S EVERYONE ELSE?
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Himself said “…I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”
!
In the book of Acts when a roman jailer 
came to terms with the reality that there 
was a God more powerful than he could 
imagine, and his son was Jesus Christ, he 
asked the apostle Paul “what must I do to 
be saved?” and Paul’s response was 
“..Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31)
!
In order to experience the hope of 
salvation, Romans 10:9 says “…if you 
confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 
and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 
For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved.”
!
Simply confess all your sins to God, 
acknowledge in your heart and with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and your only 
savior who now sits at the right hand of 
God in heaven – and you will be saved.
!!

How did you come up with this play?  !
The idea for this play began to take shape 
after watching a drama production called 
“The Bema” performed by the arts team at 
Bent Tree Bible Fellowship in Carrollton 
Texas. After discovering their play was 
adapted from a book written by Tim 
Stevenson (with the same title), permission 
was secured from the publisher and author 
to adapt the book for a special dramatic 
presentation at Grace church.

The book “The Bema” is available for 
purchase online at amazon.com 

(http://www.amazon.com/Bema-Story-
About-Judgment-Christ/dp/0966480317)
!
Are there some great books you can 
recommend if I want to read up on the 
theme of this play? !
Oh yeah! Here are some of our favorites.
!
1.    The Bible

2.    Tim Stevenson “The Bema”

3.    Randy Alcorn “Heaven”

4.    J. Dwight Pentecost “Things to  
       Come” 

5.    Tim Lahaye & Jerry Jenkins - The Left     
       Behind Series 
6.    Dr. David Jeremiah “What in the   
       World is Going on” 
7.   John Macarthur “Because the Time is  
       Near” 
8.    Joel Rosenberg “Epicenter” 
9.    Stanley J. Grenz “The Millennial  
       Maze”

10.  Dr. David Jeremiah “What the Bible    
       says about Angels” 
11.  Chip Ingram “The Invisible War”

12.  Jarrett Stevens “The Deity Formerly  
       Known as God” 
13.  Joshua Harris “Stop Dating the    
       Church” 
14. Andy Stanley “How Good is good     

       Enough” 
15.  Randy Alcorn “The Treasure  
       Principle” & “ The Law of Rewards” 
16.  Erwin Lutzer “One minute after you  
       Die” 
17.  The Bible (we really like this one!) 
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