




The Matthew 27:45-54  “From noon 
until three in the afternoon 
darkness came over all the land. 
46 About three in the afternoon 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, 
Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which 
means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”).  47 When some 
of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran 
and got a sponge. He filled it with 
wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The 
rest said, “Now leave him alone. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save 
him.”  50 And when Jesus had cried 
out again in a loud voice, he gave 
up his spirit. 51 At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, the rocks split 52 and the 
tombs broke open. The bodies of 

many holy people who had died 
were raised to life. 53 They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus’ 
resurrection and went into the holy 
city and appeared to many people. 
54 When the centurion and those 
with him who were guarding Jesus 
saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and 
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son 
of God!” !
The last few moments of a person’s 
life and the words spoken can be 
very telling of the kind of person 
they were and the kind of life they 
lived. !
On this particular afternoon in 
Jerusalem in 33 AD, Jesus made 
seven major statements as He hung 
on the cross dying. It’s one of those 
statements I want to examine in 



this message. You read it above. 
Christ spoke it shortly before taking 
His last breath, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?”—Which means, “My 
God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” (Verse 46) !
That statement on its on is a little 
puzzling, and we’ll look at why in a 
moment. But what makes it even 
more peculiar is the fact that it was 
accompanied by a massive 
earthquake,  three hours of 
darkness , tombs breaking open, 
cemeteries coming alive with dead 
souls, and oddly enough, the veil 
covering the Holiest place in the 
temple being ripped in two.  All of 
these unnatural signs and wonders 
made it apparent that there was 
something very different about the 
man the soldiers had just nailed to 
the cross. So much so that even the 
Roman staff sergeant in charge on 
the scene commented, “surely, this 
man was some sort of god.” (v.54) !
WHAT DID JESUS 
MEAN? HAD GOD 
ABANDONED 
HIM? !
Now let’s come back to that 
statement Jesus made because its 
implication is somewhat 
disconcerting. Keep in mind that 
this is Jesus Christ speaking here. 
The one who claimed to be the very 
Son of God and did miracles in His 

power, to prove it (John 10:38, Acts 
10:38). This is the same Christ, 
whose baptism was accompanied 
by the appearance of the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove and by the 
voice of God Himself saying, “This 
is my beloved son with whom I am 
well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17). This 
is the same Christ who not only 
boldly referred to God as, “my 
Father” but also dared to proclaim 
that He and the Father God were 
one! (John 10:30).  !
Yet, here He is, in what could be 
considered one of the most 
important moments of anyone’s 
life, (your last words) crying out 
about God forsaking Him? What in 
the world gave rise to this 
anguished statement? Did God 
really abandon Jesus Christ when 
He needed Him the most? Was 
Jesus simply crying out hysterically 
because of the shock and pain He 
was in? Or was something more 
profound taking place in those last 
moments that would completely 
and forever change how mankind 
relates to God? !
I’m obviously leading you towards 
the latter suggestion. Before we 
look at what Jesus meant, you need 
to know what series of events 
preceded that statement on the 
cross and in what order they 
occurred.  !



According to the passage, this 
statement was made sometime 
around 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon.  
But if you back up 12-15 hours 
earlier sometime around midnight, 
you will find Jesus and His 
disciples at one of their usual 
hangout spots, the garden of 
Gethsemane. Except this night, 
something is different about Jesus’ 
demeanor. Jesus seems more 
burdened with worry than usual. So 
much so that He not only spends 
the whole night praying, but for 
that He not only spends the whole 
night praying, but for the first time 
in the gospels, we see Him asking 
His disciples for prayer support.   
He’s overwhelmed emotionally 
because He knows the painful 
details of what is about to happen 
next.  Luke 22:44 describes His 
anguish this way, “His sweat 
became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground” as He 
prayed in the garden. (By the way, 
did you know that this is a rare, but 
real medical condition known as, 
“Hematidrosis”? It is caused by 
extreme anguish or emotional 
distress and results in your blood 
vessels constricting, then dilating, 
eventually rupturing and sipping 
out through your sweat glands). !
Whatever the case is, Jesus’ prayer 
time there is abruptly cut short 
when the 12th disciple, Judas 
Iscariot shows up with a platoon of 
soldiers to betray and arrest Jesus. 

From the garden, Jesus is dragged 
to six different trials in the course 
of eight hours.  !
DRAGGED TO SIX 
TORTUROUS 
TRIALS !!
First He’s taken to a trial before 
Annas the former high, then to 
Caiaphas the current high priest, 
and later to a formal hearing before 
the Sanhedrin, the supreme court 
of the Jews, (John 18:19-24; 
Matthew 26:57).  After the 
Sanhedrin council, He’s dragged to 
Pontius Pilate, (John 18:23). Pilate 
finds no fault in him and sends him 
back to the Jews to judge him 
themselves. He’s then taken to 
Herod Antipas (governor of 
Galilee), nothing comes of that 
meeting because Christ remains 
quiet through it all, (Luke 23:7).  
Eventually he is sent back to the 
court of the Roman governor 
Pontius Pilate, who sentences Him 
to crucified, but first has Him 
stripped down of all his clothes, 
terribly beaten, and given a crown 
of thorns and a robe, (Luke 
23:11-12). !
By this time, it is mid-to-late-
morning and Jesus has been 
bruised, beaten, bloodied, not to 
mention exhausted.  He is still yet 
to carry a 300-pound cross up a 



steep hill, and eventually nailed 
hands and feet to it. !
As traumatic as those last few hours 
have been, it is nothing compared 
to what happens next, which is 
ultimately what causes Him scream 
out in verse 45-46, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  !
So what exactly gave rise to this 
level of anguished declaration?  !
Well, according to verse 45, it all 
began around noon when the whole 
land was suddenly and abruptly 
covered in complete darkness from 
noon till 3:00P.M. This wasn’t just 
an overcast, it was pitch black! One 
moment, the Sun was shinning 
bright in the sky, the next moment, 
complete darkness! In John’s 
gospel account, he says, “…the Sun 
stopped shining.” And it lasted for 
three full hours. (John 23:45). So 
weird, right? !
Ray Pritchard, in his book, “In the 
Shadow of the Cross” writes this 
about that mysterious moment, “It 
was not an eclipse, nor was it a dark 
cloud cover. It was darkness itself, 
thick, inky-black darkness that fell 
like a shroud over the land. It was 
darkness without any hint of light 
to come. It was chilling darkness 
that curdled the blood and froze the 
skin. No one moved. No one spoke. 
For even the profane soldiers 
stopped their swearing. Not a 

sound broke the dark silence over 
the Golgotha. Something eerie was 
going on. It was as if some evil force 
had taken over the earth and was 
somehow breathing out the 
darkness. You could almost reach 
out and feel the evil around. From 
somewhere deep in the earth there 
was a sound like a dark 
subterranean chuckle, it was the 
laughter of hell.” !
Scary, isn’t it? You know what’s 
more eerie than the sudden arrival 
of darkness all over the land? The 
sudden disappearance of it three 
hours later! Just as suddenly and 
surprisingly as it had begun, it 
dissipated. The sun is back up in 
the sky, and people are rubbing 
their eyes readjusting to the bright 
sunlight wondering, “What in the 
world just happened?”  !
You know what was happening in 
those three hours of darkness? In 
that darkness, Jesus was 
experiencing the full weight of 
mankind’s sin rolled on his 
shoulders.  !
The New Testament book of 2 
Corinthians 5:21 explains it this 
way, “God made him (Jesus) who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”  !
If you have put your faith in Jesus 
Christ, you need to get this part 



because this is what is at the very 
heart of your salvation. It’s what’s 
known as the substitutionary 
atonement. Jesus Christ filled in for 
us as a substitute before God, 
taking on the punishment for sin 
that we should have endured. We in 
turn step into His holy shoes and 
appear before God as pure and 
righteous.  If we were to use a 
banking analogy, it means that in 
the presence of God and on the 
cross, Jesus Christ transferred His 
holiness into our account, and our 
account of sin was transferred to 
HIS so that He is FULLY 
RESPONSIBLE for the payment of 
our debt of sin. We in turn, (by faith 
in Christ) are FULLY 
RECONCILED into a holy 
relationship with God. !
Here is what is even more 
profound. Jesus Christ didn’t just 
pay the price for all our past sins, 
but He paid the price for all our 
present sins, and all the sins that 
we are yet to commit! He paid the 
full price for all of it with His blood!   !
So here’s what that implies for that 
dark afternoon 2000 years ago. 
When God looked upon Jesus 
Christ in those last few hours on the 
cross, you know what He saw? God 
saw the filth and stench of all of 
humanity’s sin, including yours and 
mine. All of our sins were blamed 
on Jesus as if He had committed 
them because God made Him who 

had no sin to be sin. This event was 
so spiritually epic that the physical 
earth itself reacts by going 
completely dark! !
THREE HOURS OF 
SEPTIC 
AWFULNESS !!
If you are more of a visual person, 
let me paint this picture for you. I 
first read this illustration from the 
book I quoted earlier by Ray 
Pritchard. Imagine that somewhere 
in the universe is a gigantic septic 
tank containing all the sins that 
have ever been committed. This 
septic tank is deep and wide, dark 
and filthy, and indescribably foul. 
All the evil sinful deeds that men 
and women have ever committed 
are floating there, and it’s 
replenished each day with each new 
sin we commit. !
Every angry hateful word humans 
have ever spoken is there... 
Every prideful thought or conceited 
action is there… 
Lust, pornography, adultery, 
homosexuality, all in there… 
Murder and bitterness, along with 
gluttony and slothfulness are all in 
there.. 
Wickedness, cursing, abuse, theft, 
drunkenness; all mixed into this 
septic filth. !



Now imagine that over the course 
of those three hours of darkness, 
this gigantic septic tank of filth was 
being dumped and slathered all 
over Jesus Christ. Remember, God 
is making Him who had NO SIN to 
BE SIN for us. !
Let me ask you this, if you saw 
Jesus Christ in that filthy condition 
on the cross, would you go near 
him?  If we’re honest, not only 
would be would be repulsed by Him 
in that moment, but most of us 
would go out of our way to avoid 
Him because we don’t want to be 
contaminated with all that filth and 
sin.  !
Can you see why a completely pure 
and completely holy God might not 
want to go near Him? A God whom 
the Old Testament book of 
Habakkuk 1:13 says, “…Your eyes 
are too pure to look on evil and you 
cannot tolerate wrong” !
Do you see now why Jesus cried 
out, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY 
HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” Our 
sin caused there to be a 
momentary, but significant RIFT in 
the relationship between Father 
and Son, something which by the 
way had never happened in all of 
eternity. Listen, our salvation is 
free, but you must NEVER forget 
that it came at a very expensive cost 
to God the Father and Jesus Christ 
the Son.   

!
Now here’s where this bad news 
turns into great news. GOD DID 
NOT FORSAKE JESUS CHRIST 
FOREVER. The separation between 
Father and Son only lasted till 
Jesus Christ Himself uttered the 
final words, “IT. IS. FINISHED.” 
When those words were spoken, the 
just anger of God was fully satisfied 
because the sin of the whole world 
had been fully paid for by Christ!  !
In case any question arose about 
the authenticity of this moment, 
God accompanied Jesus’ death on 
the cross with some signs and 
wonders to demonstrate that the 
price was fully paid! Let’s look at 
two of them. !
#1 - the ripping 
apart of the 
temple veil !!
Verse 51 says as soon as Jesus took 
His last breathe, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. This curtain in question 
wasn’t a simple decorative window 
curtain.  This curtain was 60 feet 
high, 30 feet wide and about four 
inches thick. It served as a physical 
barrier separating the Holiest place 
in the temple from every other 
place. It was also a symbol of the 
barrier between man and God, 



showing that His holiness is not 
something to be trifled with.  !
So when verse 51 says upon the 
death of Jesus Christ the curtain 
ripped from top to bottom, you 
need to know first of all that that 
would have created unparalleled 
panic all over the city, especially 
among the priests. It is tantamount 
to an earthquake hitting 
Washington D.C and taking out 
only the Whitehouse. The message 
was clear, through the death of 
Jesus Christ, God was saying, the 
barrier that once separated man 
from God has been removed! 
Through the blood of Jesus, all may 
now come near to God. !
#2 - the LIVING 
DEAD WALK !!
In addition to the temple veil being 
ripped from top to bottom, a 
massive earthquake broke open 
tombs and the resurrected bodies of 
some Holy people from the Old 
Testament were raised to life and 
appeared to people all over town. !
I need to take a moment to talk 
about this one because there’s a 
growing concern in our culture 
among a select few about the 
coming Zombie apocalypse. Plus, a 
few people actually asked if I’d 
address it in this message. I wasn’t 

planning on it, but I might never 
get the chance to talk about 
Zombies in a sermon, so I might as 
well get it in here where it fits.  !
So let’s talk about zombies, (at the 
end, I’ll tie it in to what Jesus did 
on the cross.) If verses 52-53 are 
taken out of context, it will read like 
a scene right out of the movie, “28 
Days Later”, or the show, “Walking 
Dead.” However, in proper context, 
you’ll see something much 
different.  !
First of all, zombie origins trace 
back to the voodoo cults of Haiti 
where the term is used more to 
describe someone who has been put 
under a spell, or after having taken 
drugs, has come under the control 
of the substance and is easily 
manipulated to perform laborious 
tasks. Our pop culture’s notion of 
zombies has however taken that 
view a step further into the morbid 
by portraying them as undead 
creatures that emerge out of their 
graves to feast on living flesh as a 
source of nourishment. !
Just so we’re clear, when verse 52 
says the tombs broke open and the 
resurrected bodies of holy people 
roamed the city appearing to many, 
it’s not referring to flesh eating 
zombies as we have come to 
understand them. It’s referring to a 
select group of Holy men and 
women from the Old Testament 



who were handpicked by God to 
give evidence of the resurrection of 
Christ.  The dead bodies that were 
resurrected and showed themselves 
to people all over town didn’t look 
like pop-culture-zombies!  1 
Corinthians 15:42-44 paints a 
different picture from what we’ve 
come to expect of the undead, “…. 
at the resurrection of the dead…. 
when we’re raised, we’re raised for 
good, alive forever! The corpse 
that’s planted is no beauty, but 
when it’s raised, it’s glorious. Put in 
the ground weak, it comes up 
powerful. The seed sown is natural; 
the seed grown is supernatural—
same seed, same body, but what a 
difference from when it goes down 
in physical mortality to when it is 
raised up in spiritual 
immortality!” (THE MSG) !
We don’t know what these select 
group of resurrected Old Testament 
saints said to those they appeared 
to or who they appeared to, but one 
unmistakable message that was 
sent to those they saw was that the 
payment of sin Jesus Christ made 
on the cross freed the dead from 
the power of grave! It’s that exciting 
revelation that leads the apostle 
Paul to write in 1 Corinthians 15:44, 
“Then, when our dying bodies have 
been transformed into bodies that 
will never die, this Scripture will be 
fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory. Where O DEATH is your 

victory? Where O death is your 
sting?” !
That first Good Friday afternoon, 
two thousand years ago, is a 
monumental moment in history 
because it was the inauguration of a 
new road on which people could 
now travel to heaven after death. 
Jesus Christ literally blazed a new 
trail through which the souls of 
saints could now follow to come to 
God in heaven.   !
This, my friends, is the best news 
ever. It means that when we’re 
done in this life and find ourselves 
walking through the valley of the 
shadow of death, we truly will fear 
no evil. We’ll fear no evil because 
that valley will be a valley of light 
for all those who are in Christ 
Jesus. Can a brother get an amen? !
Christ faced His last moment on 
earth with certain confidence that 
the Father would raise Him again 
and sit Him at His right hand, 
(Ephesians 1:15-22). When your 
last moment comes, (and it will for 
all of us), will you be certain of 
what awaits you in the after life?  !
Yes, Jesus Christ died for the sin of 
the whole world, but keep in mind 
that His redemptive work is only 
applicable to you and transferable 
to your account if you put your 
complete hope and faith in Him.   !



So then have you trusted in Jesus 
Christ as your savior? Have you 
confessed with your mouth that 
Jesus Christ is indeed Lord of 
heaven and earth, Lord of your life? 
Have you believed that God raised 
Him from the dead and He now sits 
in heaven reigning as king?  !
Even now, Jesus extends an 
invitation to come to Him. Confess 
any and every known sin. Ask Jesus 
to forgive you for all of it. Tell Him 
you trust Him as your Lord and 
savior and invite Him to come sit 
on the throne in your heart.  !
Your debt has already been paid! So 
come.   !!!!
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