






My family (Segun) has some vacation time 
coming later this summer, and we’re pretty 
jazzed. My wife and I have spent the last few 
months looking at different locations, trying 
to figure where to get the best deals for what 
we can afford. 
!
Like many other families who vacation during 
this time, we’ve been studying maps and 
researching our final destination online. 
We’ve been looking to find the right hotels, 
best transportation means, and thinking of 
even learning some phrases so we can at 
least be conversational with locals. 
!
At the risk of sounding morbid, (and this 
probably will), I wonder how many of us have 
given that much attention to the location of 
our final destination? In other words, how 
much time have we spent reading the 
guidebook, studying the map, and truing to 
learn the language of heaven?
!
So listen, someday “today” will be our last 
day. While our families and friends are 
panning our funeral, deciding on a casket, a 
burial plot, and what songs should be sung 
at our funeral, you and I will be MORE ALIVE 
than we’ve ever been. We will rejoice at 
seeing the face of Jesus Christ seated on His 
throne in dazzling glory, surrounded by 
angels and redeemed humanity, or will be in 
that moment suddenly carry an indescribable 
weight of guilt and abandonment. 
!
There’s no midway point after you slip 
behind that parted curtain. You will either 
being a journey of eternal gladness, or 
eternal doom. So it is of vital importance that 
you get a roadmap of what happens one 
minute after you die.
!

To help you do that, we’re going to answer 
two questions; ONE: What happened to 
people prior to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ? TWO: And what happens to people 
today when they die?  To guide us through 
those questions, we’ll look at the words of 
Jesus Himself in a story He tells about the 
experience of two men, one minute after 
they both died. 
!
Luke 16:19-31, “Jesus said, “There was a 
certain rich man who was splendidly clothed 
in purple and fine linen and who lived each 
day in luxury. At his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 
As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from 
the rich man’s table, the dogs would come 
and lick his open sores. “Finally, the poor 
man died and was carried by the angels to 
be with Abraham. The rich man also died 
and was buried, and his soul went to the 
place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw 
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at 
his side. “The rich man shouted, ‘Father 
Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus 
over here to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these 
flames.’ 25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, 
remember that during your lifetime you had 
everything you wanted, and Lazarus had 
nothing. So now he is here being comforted, 
and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, 
there is a great chasm separating us. No one 
can cross over to you from here, and no one 
can cross over to us from there.’ 27 “Then 
the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, 
at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For 
I have five brothers, and I want him to warn 
them so they don’t end up in this place of 
torment.’ 29 “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and 
the prophets have warned them. Your 
brothers can read what they wrote.’ 30 “The 
rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if 
someone is sent to them from the dead, then 
they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 
31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to 
Moses and the prophets, they won’t listen 
even if someone rises from the dead.”
!
Though there are some who consider this 
account simply to be a story/parable Jesus 
tells, I stand with other Bible students who 
believe it’s an actual true account of an event 
that transpired. Aside of the fact that Christ 



is God in flesh and would be the only one 
who would know of such details, we hold to 
the view that it’s a true account because 
Christ actually identifies a character in the 
story by his real name, Lazarus.
!
That being said, The passage contains a few 
descriptions of three distinct of the afterlife 
that give us plenty of insight into what 
happens in those first few minutes after you 
die; Prison, Paradise, and a Chasm. 
!
In the realm of the dead, there is a location 
known as:
!
A PLACE OF 
IMPRISONMENT  !!
So, upon his death, the spirit of the rich man 
in this story ends up in a place of torment 
where he’s in great anguish.  Let’s be clear 
up front and establish the fact that he’s not 
in this place of suffering as a result of being 
rich. He has ended up in “the place of the 
dead” because he had no relational 
connection to God when he was alive.  
!
Interestingly, other passages in scripture 
describe this location as a prison, or gloomy 
dungeons that actually have other doomed 
guests as well. According to 2 Peter 2:4, we 
are told that during Satan’s rebellion in 
heaven, God cast out and locked away 
certain fallen angels, “into gloomy dungeons 
to be held for judgment.” So whereas some 
were allowed to roam the earth as demons, 
along with the devil, others were 
incarcerated long term. So there is clearly a 
place within the realm of the dead that holds 
and isolates the spirits of unsaved people 
and some fallen angels, (it’s where this rich 
man is).
!
The quality of life in this place is obviously 
miserable. The rich man’s experience there 
consists of torment and agony. He speaks of 
a great thirst and agony in fire. He’s aware of 
every missed opportunity, he is well aware of 
what’s happening on the other side but can 
do absolutely nothing about relocation 

because a great chasm, an uncrossable 
divided separates both sides.   
!
There is however another location within the 
realm of the dead that is the exact opposite 
experience for those who do have a 
relationship with God, and it’s called:
!
ABRAHAM’S SIDE, 
(or) pARADISE !!
The spirits of people who died before the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ go to this 
location, not through their works or good 
deeds, or for being poor. But they end up 
their because they had the same kind of faith 
Abraham had in God, and were saved by 
God’s grace.
!
They believed by faith in the promise of a 
coming redeemer, a sacrificial lamb that God 
would provide Himself to cover all their sins.  
Therefore, just like Abraham, God counted 
their faith to them as righteousness. In 
essence, the saints of the Old Testament are 
saved in a similar manner as we are saved 
today, by grace, through faith in God’s 
provision. Today, we know that provision to 
be the cross of Christ.
!
Now, Jewish tradition teaches that upon 
death, people saved by faith, end up 
enjoying a feast in paradise with Abraham 
(one of the great heroes of the faith), hence 
why Lazarus is portrayed as reclining next to 
Abraham. To sit by Abraham’s side was to be 
in paradise, which was pictured as a 
beautiful park or a gorgeous enclosed 
garden  where the redeemed saints dwelt 
between death and the resurrection.
!
By the way, it’s to this same location in 
paradise that the repentant thief on the cross 
went when he asked Jesus to remember 
him, and Jesus responded in Luke 23:24 by 
saying, “I tell you the truth, today you will be 
with me in paradise.”
!
THE CHASM  !



!
Let me talk real briefly about the chasm in 
verse 26 that separates the prison location of 
the dead and the paradise location of the 
dead. If you end up in that prison, your 
eternal destiny is irrevocably fixed. You can’t 
work your way out or earn enough points to 
relocate from one place to the other because 
there is a huge division that stands, fixed and 
firmly established by God Himself, which 
makes it an impossible divide to cross. By 
the way, this verse presents one of the 
stronger arguments against the idea of 
purgatory. 
!
Now up until the time of Jesus death and 
resurrection, the spirits of people who died 
went to one of those two locations within the 
place of the dead, (prison or paradise).  This 
of course leads to the question:
!
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO PEOPLE WHEN 
THEY DIE TODAY?  !!
Well, let’s start with Jesus. 1 Peter 3:18-19 
tells us that upon His death on the cross, 
Jesus went to the place of the dead and “…
preached to the spirits in prison.” 
!
To be clear, the word “preached” in this 
context does not carry the idea that Jesus 
went on a missions trip to evangelize the lost 
souls in prison (or paradise for that matter). 
Rather, His mission there was to PROCLAIM 
His victory to all those fallen angels and 
prisoners that HE had conquered and 
defeated, Satan, sin, and death! It was a 
declarative announcement that truly, “IT IS 
FINISHED!” (John 19:30)
!
Then on the third day, having made sure 
everyone in those prisons, including the 
imprisoned spirits of man, and the fallen 
angels, were aware of what He had 
accomplished, Jesus then arose and brought 
with him the ransomed souls from Paradise 
and ascended to heaven with them. 
!

By the way, there is a curious verse in 
Matthew 27:51-53 where it says upon the 
death of Jesus Christ, “…The earth shook, 
the rocks split and the tombs broke open. 
The bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life. They came out of the 
tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went 
into the holy city and appeared to many 
people…”
!
You should understand that those “holy 
people” who were raised to life are the 
people who Christ brought with Him from 
paradise and would later ascend with into 
the heavens upon His ascension some 50 
days later. It’s to this event that Psalm 68:18 
and Ephesians 4:8 are referring to when it 
says, “When HE ascended on high, HE led 
captives in HIS train…”
!
And so today, in the place of the dead, 
Abraham’s side, the place called paradise, 
stands empty as a mute testimony to Christ’s 
victory. All the imprisoned fallen angels and 
spirits locked in there witnessed it then, and 
shudder every time they see it today and 
remember that dreadful day.  So right now, 
half of the place of the dead stands starkly 
empty as a witness to the redemptive work 
of Christ; BUT when unsaved people die, 
they STILL go to the populated prison-side, 
to await their final judgment. 
!
The experience for followers of Jesus Christ 
right after death is radically different today. 
When you die, your physical mortal body is 
placed in the ground, but your spirit goes 
elsewhere. Because of the great victory 
Christ accomplished, your spirit no longer 
has to go to the holding-place in paradise, 
but it goes directly into the presence of the 
Lord. 
!
Verse 22 in Jesus’ story seems to indicate 
that upon a believer’s death, there’s an 
angelic escort that guides you directly into 
the presence of the Lord. Though it is a 
blissful, fulfilling state of being, you still do 
not yet have a glorified resurrected body.  
That union of your immortal spirit and 
resurrected glorified body happens at the 
return of Christ when He will reconstitute our 
scattered molecules into a renewed glorified 
body.  It’s what I Corinthians 15:52-54 is 



getting at when it says, “The trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed.  For the perishable 
must clothe itself with the imperishable and 
the mortal with immortality. When the 
perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true:  ‘Death has been swallowed 
up in victory.”
!
So listen, death is certainly a mystery. But 
God has given us a roadmap of how to 
navigate the roads of the afterlife. As plainly 
as I can state it, you have the option of 
choosing where you want to spend all of 
eternity.  In Revelation 22:17, Jesus ends by 
saying this, “the Spirit and the bride say, 
“Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, 
“Come.” Let anyone who is thirsty come. Let 
anyone who desires drink freely from the 
water of life.”
!!


