






If there ever were a poster-child for 
a Church-Boy. I’d be it! !
I was practically raised in Church 
(on two continents, and in at least 4 
denominations). In all that time, I 
have experienced every religious 
holiday Christians gather to 
celebrate. But do you know which 
Sunday Church celebration remains 
one of my top favorites? !
It’s PALM SUNDAY. Even more so 
than Easter Sunday. (Yes. I know 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
monumentally more significant 
than the triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem). But something about 
Palm Sunday has always resonated 
deeply with me. Whether it’s the 
celebration of the crowds with the 
palms waving in their hands, or it’s 

the sense of anticipation that the 
king has come riding in on a 
donkey. I’m not sure, but Palm 
Sundays always stirred in me a 
sweet longing for a home and 
kingdom I’m yet to visit. !
I could never figure out why it was 
always so meaningful until recently.  !
So I have this working-theory that 
whenever we see something 
beautiful in this life that takes our 
breath away, it’s a foreshadowing of 
something similar and greater that 
awaits us in eternity in heaven.  !
Following that line of thinking, I 
came across a passage in the book 
of Revelation that in my mind 
paints a picture of the final 
fulfillment of Palm Sunday in 
heaven. Here’s how the apostle 



John tells it after seeing a vision of 
heaven in Revelation 7:9-10, “After 
this I looked, and there before me 
was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were 
wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud 
voice: “Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb.” !
So here’s the encouraging news. 
The events that took place on Palm 
Sunday some 2000 years ago in 
Jerusalem will someday be 
celebrated again in New Jerusalem 
in the city of heaven. It will be more 
profound, more monumental, and 
more rewarding than the account 
we are about to read here. !
Before that day becomes today, let’s 
take a look back at what happened 
2000 years ago on Palm Sunday. 
You might be surprised to find that 
what the crowds were excited about 
and expecting, was drastically 
different from what Jesus intended 
to accomplish by riding in on a 
donkey in His triumphant entry.  
Whereas we look back on Jesus 
riding the donkey and we see a 
humble savior who is going to die 
on the cross for our sins. They saw 
Jesus on a donkey and they saw a 
long awaited conquering Jewish 

military king who had finally come 
to set them free.  !
Here’s what happened at the first 
Palm Sunday. Matthew 21:1-11 
“As they approached Jerusalem and 
came to Bethpage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring 
them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, say that the Lord 
needs them, and he will send them 
right away.” 4 This took place to 
fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophet: 5  “Say to Daughter Zion, 
‘See, your king comes to you, gentle 
and riding on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 6 The 
disciples went and did as Jesus had 
instructed them. 7 They brought 
the donkey and the colt and placed 
their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit 
on. 8 A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, while 
others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The 
crowds that went ahead of him and 
those that followed shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” 10 When Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds answered, 
“This is Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth in Galilee.”   



!
We are obviously far removed from 
the events of that afternoon, but the 
level of excitement in the crowds on 
this first Palm Sunday is 
comparable to the fever-pitch level 
of excitement the crowds gathered 
at Times Square experience when 
the countdown into the New Year 
begins.  !
They even had an Old Testament 
prophecy in Zechariah 9:9-10 to 
back up their excitement and 
expectation, “Rejoice greatly, 
Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to 
you, righteous and victorious, lowly 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take 
away the chariots from 
Ephraim and the warhorses from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow will 
be broken. He will proclaim peace 
to the nations. His rule will extend 
from sea to sea and from the River 
to the ends of the earth.” !
So every Jew in the city has poured 
out into the streets. Rumors have 
spread that Jesus can do things no 
other religious leader can do. He 
can speak to mighty waves at sea to 
calm down. He can call the dead 
back to life simply by saying “Wake 
up”. Demons are terrified of Him 
and flee at His mere presence. He 
restores the sight to blind and 
hearing to the deaf. He can walk on 
water. He can turn water to wine, 

and if you ever run out of food, He 
can make thousands of tuna 
sandwiches for everyone from just 
two pieces of fish and five loaves of 
bread! !
Who wouldn’t want this guy to be 
king?  !
Here’s the best part, He was finally 
in Jerusalem! So of course the 
crowds are frenzied with 
excitement. Keep in mind that 
according to the prophecies, the 
Messiah the Jewish crowds are 
expecting is not just the king of 
Israel, He is going to be the king of 
all the earth, and Jerusalem is 
going to be His capital city. From 
the temple, He would rule the 
world in peace and righteousness. 
So the temple is the highlight. It’s 
the epicenter of the new kingdom. 
They can’t wait for Jesus to get 
there and see how beautiful and 
massive it is.  !
JESUS IS THE 
BEST KING EVER! !!
This is the day EVERYONE has 
been waiting for, especially because 
they were tired of living under the 
heavy hand and oppression of the 
Romans. The Jews had been 
conquered, beaten, raped, taxed, 
murdered, and mistreated by their 
Roman overseers.  !



So in the crowds, many are looking 
at Jesus and wondering excitedly, 
“How is Jesus going to take over? Is 
He going to storm the Roman 
praetorium Himself, maybe by 
calling down fire from heaven like 
the prophet Elijah? Will angels 
show up to assist Him or will it be a 
people’s revolution? What role will 
I play in this kingdom when Jesus 
sets up His government in the 
temple? Ooh, let me get close to 
Him, throw my coat on the floor, let 
me wave my palm branches higher 
so He can notice my excitement!” !
By the way, the waving of the palm 
branches symbolized Jewish 
nationalism and victory.  It was 
how they celebrated years earlier 
when Judas Maccabaeus recovered 
Jerusalem and the temple when the 
evil ruler Antiochus, desecrated it. 
The spreading of their cloaks on the 
ground was also an act of homage 
only reserved for royalty.  !
Talk about having great 
expectations!  !
UH. WHY IS 
JESUS NOT BEING 
FUN ANYMORE? !!
Unfortunately, this crowd has it all 
wrong. Somebody apparently forgot 
to pass out Jesus’ memo about the 
cross. Not only do the crowds have 
it all wrong, but even Jesus’ inner 

circle of disciples have it all wrong. 
The 12 disciples are certainly just as 
excited as the crowds about Jesus 
coming in to Jerusalem. So much 
so that the day before they enter 
Jerusalem, a few of them get into 
an argument over which one of 
them would be the greatest when 
Jesus sets up His kingdom. 
According to Mark 10 and Matthew 
20, the conversation went 
something like this, “Hey Jesus, 
when you set up your kingdom 
tomorrow, which one of us will you 
appoint as your second in 
command, your vice president? 
Who’s going to be chief of staff, or 
even speaker of the house?”  !
Now here’s why this request is sort 
of ridiculous. A few moments 
earlier, Jesus pulled 12 of them 
aside and said, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law. 
They will condemn him to death 
19 and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 
and crucified. On the third day he 
will be raised to life!” Matt 
20:18-20 But it was like those 
words went in one ear and out the 
other because they follow it up by 
saying, “yeah yeah Jesus…. That’s 
good. So where do we stand on 
those job openings?”  !
You see, they and the crowds are 
filled with their own expectation 



and agenda of what Jesus is going 
to do for them, ignoring what Jesus 
had clearly stated would happen 
next.  !
Shortly after Jesus enters 
Jerusalem and walks into the 
Temple, (a location the crowds 
think is supposed to be His new 
office of power), Jesus turns the 
tables on everyone (literally). 
Here’s how Mark’s gospel records 
the events that happened later that 
afternoon, Mark 11:15-17 “On 
reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered 
the temple courts and began 
driving out those who were buying 
and selling there. He overturned 
the tables of the moneychangers 
and the benches of those selling 
doves, 16 and would not allow 
anyone to carry merchandise 
through the temple courts. 17 And 
as he taught them, he said, “Is it not 
written: ‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations’? But 
you have made it ‘a den of 
robbers.’” !
JESUS REALLY 
KNOWS HOW TO 
RUIN A PARTY !!
There are two groups of people this 
immediately affects. First are the 
buyers and sellers because they just 
lost a ton of business and 
customers, not to mention cash 
from all the flipped over tables.  

The second, and even more 
prominent losers are the religious 
leaders. Jesus going around the 
temple scattering things and 
chasing businesses away certainly 
didn’t endear Him to them because 
they were the overseers of ALL 
temple activities.  !
Make no mistake about it, some of 
these men pocketed and made lots 
of money off the fees being charged 
in the temple sales. So Jesus is 
really bad for business!   !
A little background on temple 
activities will help you grasp this 
more. During this period, the 
temple had basically become a 
commercial hub, a shopping center 
where locals and out-of-towners 
could exchange currency for temple 
money, (it was also the only place 
you could buy animals for temple 
sacrifice.) Unfortunately, it had 
become exactly what Jesus calls it, 
“a den of robbers…” because the 
traders were hiking up prices and 
charging people far beyond what 
the products cost.  If you’ve ever 
been to an amusement theme park 
and had to pay $7 for a bottle of 
Pepsi, and $15.75 for a burger and 
fries, then you know exactly how 
things had become in God’s temple.  !
So of course, Jesus being in 
Jerusalem is a threat to the 
religious establishment and 
expectations of some people in the 



crowds. It’s for this reason that 
shortly after this event, Matthew 
21:45-46 says, “When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard 
Jesus’ parables [and saw what He 
did], … (v.46) they looked for a way 
to arrest him.” It’s also why later in 
Mark 11:18, it says, “18 The chief 
priests and the teachers of the law 
heard [and saw what He was doing] 
and began looking for a way to kill 
him, for they feared him, because 
the whole crowd was amazed at his 
teaching.” !
How quickly things change, right? 
But that’s not even the worst of it. 
By the end of that same week, the 
hundreds and thousands of people 
in the crowds who welcomed Jesus 
into the city shouting “Hosanna” 
would end up screaming at His 
bruised and bloodied body, “Crucify 
Him!”  !
They turned on Him so quickly 
because Jesus wasn’t who they 
wanted Him to be and He didn’t do 
what they wanted Him to do.  The 
truth of the matter is that all the 
excitement they exuded and the 
praise they lavished on Him was 
not because they recognized Him as 
their messiah. Rather, the crowds 
welcomed Jesus because they 
thought He would lead them in a 
massive revolt against their Roman 
occupiers. For many in that crowd, 
their faith in Jesus was not a 

spiritual faith; it was simply wishful 
hope in a great temporal deliverer.  !
Even within His inner circle of 12 
disciples, those these men had 
greater faith and more genuine 
faith in Jesus than the crowds, 
when push came to shove 
(literally), Mark records that “…all 
the disciples deserted Him and 
fled” (Mark 26:55).  !
Friday night is a stark contrast from 
Sunday morning, isn’t it?  !
WHAT ARE YOUR. 
EXPECTATIONS? 
WHAT ARE YOU 
WILLING TO 
SURRENDER? !!
There are two issues at the heart of 
this story. It’s this idea of 
EXPECTATIONS and 
SURRENDER. When we surrender 
our lives to Jesus Christ, I think 
there’s sometimes the expectation 
that He’s going to come in and play 
nice. So, like the crowds in 
Jerusalem, we like the term, “Lord 
and Savior”. But we’re more excited 
about the SAVIOR-SIDE of Jesus, 
and not too enthused about the 
LORDSHIP-OVER-OUR-LIVES 
part of Jesus.  !
So here’s the deal, Jesus is not just 
an addition to your already busy 



life, sort of like a fashion accessory. 
He is LORD, and will only come 
into your life on those terms. Being 
Lord of your life also means Jesus 
might come in and flip some tables 
that are not in alignment with His 
will for your life.  !
Let me paint it for you visually.  !
Every one of us has areas in our 
lives that (for whatever reason) 
haven’t yet been fully surrendered 
to Jesus Christ. So when He comes 
to us, we take Him on a guided tour 
of our heart and show Him the 
different rooms we have carefully 
prepared. But when we get to that 
one door of ugly secrets, or an area 
of our lives we’re not yet willing to 
give up, we try to distract Jesus 
from it.  !
But here’s what having Jesus as the 
savior and LORD of your life looks 
like. Instead of moving on to the 
next room, Jesus is going to pull up 
a chair and sit. Then He’s going to 
say, “Uh, sorry man. I’m not going 
anywhere else until we’ve opened 
this door and cleaned out this 
room!” !
“But Jesus, you haven’t seen the 
rest of the rooms in my life. They’re 
so pretty and well kept!”   !
“Listen. I came that you might have 
life, and LIFE TO THE FULL. Until 
you open this door for me and 

surrender the contents in this 
room, you can’t experience all that I 
have planned for you.” !
Now in some cases, Christ in His 
mercy and wisdom will put 
pressure on you by making the 
other rooms uncomfortable. He’ll 
flip some tables in the other rooms, 
break some lamps, chase out 
whatever else you’re building your 
life on so that you’re forced to 
surrender it all and open all the 
rooms. That can be scary, but we 
find out in hindsight that it is the 
most meaningful and loving thing 
He could have done for us.  !
Let’s be honest here. If there are 
areas of your life you’re unwilling to 
surrender to God, is it not likely 
that your life would be a little more 
fulfilling if you actually parted with 
whatever it is you’re holding on so 
tightly to? In cleansing the temple 
of thieves and robbers, is it not so 
that people could actually come and 
pray so they could actually hear and 
receive from God?  !
Like the crowds on the first Palm 
Sunday, many of you reading this 
are doing so with some 
expectations of what you believe 
God should do for you, in you, or 
even through you.  !
Now here’s what might come as a 
little bit of a shocker to some of 
you. God might very well have every 



intention to do for you, in you, or 
through you the very thing you so 
deeply desire - BUT IT’S 
ULTIMATELY A MATTER OF 
SURRENDER.  !
So here’s a question we must each 
answer honestly today. Have you 
given your life over to Him and 
said, “Jesus do in me as you deem 
fit. Flip over any tables in my life 
that don’t honor you, and make me 
into who you have destined me to 
be.” Many of you need to stop 
running, stop hiding, and stop 
putting it off till later, CHOOSE 
THIS DAY THAT JESUS CHRIST 
CAN HAVE HIS WAY IN YOUR 
LIFE, AND HAVE ACCESS TO 
EVERY ROOM IN YOUR LIFE.  !
  !
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