




How thankful a person are you?
!
Let me ask that a different way, if you were 
to rate yourself on a, “Thankfulness Scale” 
from 1-10, where would you rank? 
!
No judgments here, but check out what God 
Himself has to say about being grateful to 
Him, “…but giving thanks is a sacrifice that 
truly honors me. If you keep to my path, I will 
reveal to you the salvation of God.” Psalm 
50:23. 
!
Did you catch that? Cos it’s HUGE! Plain and 
simple, God is saying that if you want to 
discover His will of direction for your life, 
start by being thankful for the things He HAS 
done in your life, the things He IS doing in 
your life, and the things He is YET to do in 
your life.  Let’s talk about how to do each 
one of these. 
!
thankfulness 
for what god 
has done   !!
Looking back over the years since you came 
to faith in Christ, what are some big prayers 
you sought God for and received an answer 
to? Can you recall any? Allow me to probe a 
little further. For those prayers where you 
received what you desperately sought God 
for, how did you respond in gratitude then? 
!
A young shepherd boy in the Old Testament 
named David writes this about recalling 
God’s past faithfulness; in Psalm 103:1-5, he 
says, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name! 2Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefit, 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who 
heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your 
life from the pit, who crowns you with 
steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies 
you with good so that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle's.” (NKJV)
!
Can you easily call to mind God’s past 
faithful workings in your life? Can you tell 
those stories today with a sense of awe and 
gratitude? Forget NOT ALL His benefits! 
!
In the Old Testament, God had a way of 
helping His people remember His goodness 
to them. Whenever He moved powerfully 
among them or did something great on their 
behalf, they were instructed to build 
monuments in memorial of what God did. 
Sometimes, those monuments would even 
be given a name that summarized the story 
of whatever God did.  One occasion like that 
is in Genesis 32:22-32.  A man named Jacob 
got in a wrestling match with a stranger that 
lasted from midnight till dawn. Afterward, 
Jacob realized that the man He’d been 
wrestling was God Himself. Jacob was so 
impacted, (literally) by this experience that he 
refused to let God go until He blessed him. 
God honors his request and blesses him by 
giving him a new name, “…and Jacob called 
the place, Peniel because He had seen God 
face to face, wrestled with Him, and yet was 
spared.” 
!
Another occasion is in Joshua 4 after God 
spilt the Jordan river so the Israelites could 
walk across it on dry ground. Right after that 
experience, Joshua instructs them to collect 
and pile up 12 large stones as a memorial of 
what God had just done. 
!
What’s important to note about these 
memorials is the fact that they were built to 
serve as reminders, not only for the 
individuals or groups of people who 
experienced God’s power, but for 
generations who would come later. The idea 
was that every time someone walked by 
those monuments, their curiosity would be 
peaked and they would ask, “Sir, what do 
these huge stones represent?”  They would 
then be told the story of how God provided 
for them in a great time of need, or how God 
delivered them from a perilous threat from 



their enemies.  These stories would then stir 
up greater faith in the new generation so they 
too would rely on the God of their fathers in 
their time of need.  In all those experiences, 
the goal was to REMEMBER what God HAD 
done and give Him thanks for it. 
!
Today, remembering what God has done in 
our lives looks a little different. We’ve moved 
from building giant towering monuments to 
communicating those messages through 
digital media. For example, when God does 
something awesome in your life today or 
answers a prayer you’ve been praying for, 
what’s the first thing most of you do? If 
you’re honest, most immediately, “tweet” 
about it or post it on Facebook, right? In 
fact, according to some folks, a new dating 
relationship isn’t legit until one’s online status 
has been changed from, “Single” or “It’s 
Complicated” to, “in a Relationship!”  Social 
media has in some sense become a modern 
day memorial, it’s where many now tell their 
stories of what God has done, is doing, and 
what they hope He will do.
!
SOME CAUTION 
HERE !!
While digital media as a form of monuments 
may be cool and contemporary, there is 
some concern about this mass migration of 
communication to social media. The concern 
is that the pace at which newsfeeds travel 
online is so fast that some of our God-
moments are too quickly and too easily 
forgotten. 
!
Here’s what I mean, a select few tweets or 
posts you put online will garner attention 
pretty quickly and maybe even give you your 
five minutes of fame. Unfortunately, for most, 
within a few hours of posting up a new 
status, it becomes old news. It doesn’t 
matter if you posted or tweeted that you just 
got a new job, a new car, a new boyfriend, or 
recently passed the biggest exam of your 
life. Sometimes, NO ONE will “Like” it, NO 
ONE will, “Share” it, and NO ONE will, 
“Retweet” it. Everyone has moved on to the 
next exciting status update. 


!
Now here’s where this becomes a problem. 
Depending on your level of insecurity, when 
no one shares your excitement and gratitude 
for what God has done, the BIGNESS of 
what God just did in or through you can 
easily forgotten or played down. This can 
inturn result in a thankless attitude. See 
where I was going with that?
!
So for those of you who regularly tell your 
stories online, here’s an exercise for you that 
will help you give thanks to God for the 
things HE HAS done in your life. Pick a day; 
give yourself 15-20 minutes and scroll 
through your Facebook page or Twitter 
account.  Look through all the photos, 
videos, and posts you’ve put up since you 
joined. Look for those posts that mark a 
turning point in your life when God did 
something completely unexpected. Pause at 
each one and take some time thanking God 
for it. Recall to mind the struggles and 
prayers you prayed leading up to it and 
thank God for meeting you in your great time 
of need. 
!
Heck, repost it again if you choose and 
celebrate God’s past faithfulness to you all 
over again! More importantly, call those past 
victories to mind as you move forward and 
let it feed your faith every time you’re starting 
to feel like God is far.  
!
thankfulness 
for what god Is 
doing   !!
Being thankful for what God is doing in your 
life NOW can sometimes be hard because 
you can’t see the full picture. But the key to 
having a thankful attitude is not only being 
thankful when you receive what you need, 
but maintaining a thankful spirit towards the 
God who supplies those needs. 
!
In Psalm 100:4-5, the psalmist says this 
about the kind of attitude that helps us 
approach God NOW. He says, “Enter his 
gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 



praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name. 5 For the Lord is good and his love 
endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations.”  Did you catch 
that? The right attitude that ushers you into 
the very presence of God is a thankful 
attitude. So it means when you come to Him 
in prayer today, don’t come with a grumbling 
Spirit, a complaining spirit… but instead, 
come with thanksgiving and with praise! 
!
Some of you might be hearing that and are 
thinking yourself, “Dude, you have no idea 
how my week has been. I’m struggling right 
now and I can’t think of much to be thankful 
for.” 
!
Really? [Take a look at this video] and 
rethink that statement. (If that doesn’t work, 
go to this link - http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=d76HjGJ7KrA)
!
That video really puts things in perspective, 
doesn’t it? For those of you who might still 
be running low on ideas on what to thank 
God for, let me put some more things in 
perspective for you by asking a few 
questions. I’d like you to respond by raising 
your hands if this is true of you. 
!
• Did you have at least 2 full meals 

yesterday? 

• Did you sleep in a warm bed last night 

with a blanket over you? 

• Did you have the option of at least 5 

different outfits from which to pick to work 
today? 


• Did you drive your own car today? 

• Will you go home tonight and pick from 

your fridge any choice of drink you want, 
including water?
!

Are you aware that if you answered YES to 
three of more of those questions, you fall in 
the top 35% of wealthiest people on this 
planet today? 
!
The U.S. represents 4.5% of the global 
population but nearly 30% of its total 
GDP. Sure, those of us in the 99% may not 
control the wealth that is concentrated in the 
United States, but we all benefit from the 

outsized role the U.S. plays in global 
economic, financial, and trade policy. 
!
I have had the opportunity to travel to a few 
places around the world, (places you would 
consider third-world) and seen the condition 
many of them live in. I can guarantee you, 
your quality of life here in the United States is 
significantly better than many on the other 
side of our globe.
!
So at some point today, take your time and 
thank God for those privileges you take for 
granted. From the bottom of your heart, give 
God praise for breath, for health, for work, 
for food, for your salvation. Take time and 
thank God for what He is doing NOW in your 
life! If there is one will of God for your life that 
is clearly stated in the scriptures, it is having 
a thankful attitude no matter where you find 
yourself. That’s why 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
says, “Be thankful in all circumstances, for 
this is God's will for you who belong to 
Christ Jesus.”  
!
thankfulness 
for what god is 
going to do !!
This one requires a little more faith than the 
first two because you’re thanking God for 
what you have not yet acquired, but believe 
by faith that in His goodness, He will provide. 
!
You know where the ability to trust God like 
that comes from? It comes from a heart that 
is accustomed to daily thanking God for 
what He HAS done, and what He IS doing! 
!
In fact, if you’re struggling to trust God for 
something in your life right now, I would 
venture to say it is as a result of not being 
thankful for what He HAS already done and 
the things He IS currently doing in your life.
!
But assuming those first two steps describe 
your lifestyle and attitude, (you’re a thankful 
person) how do you actually go about 
thanking God in advance for something He 
hasn’t yet done, but believe He will do? 



Here’s where a little bit of planning comes in 
handy. Did you know that the key to praying 
big, bold, audacious prayers is being 
specific? Coming to God in prayer and 
humbly stating a detailed plan of how you’re 
trusting Him to move in your life, family, or 
city requires more faith than just asking Him 
to provide, protect, and BE with you! Being 
specific forces you to visualize God meeting 
the need you’ve laid before Him, which 
actually increases your faith in Him.  
!
So instead of giving God generic praise and 
thanks as in when we say, “God we just want 
to thank you for hearing us and meeting our 
needs” you can instead humbly come before 
God’s throne and ask, “God, I have a 
$1345.64 fees due for school by next 
Thursday at 4:00p.m. I am in desperate need 
of your provision. In your great mercy and 
provision, would you provide the funds I 
need so I can remain in school to complete 
my education.”
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Boy, this kind of prayer takes great faith!! 
Praying in this manner can have a dramatic 
effect on answered prayer in your life 
because Bold Prayers of Faith, (which is 
what specific prayers are) honor God, and 
God honors bold prayers of faith according 
to Hebrews 11:6.
!
If there is one clear direction in the scriptures 
about God’s will for your life, it is that you 
become a thankful person in all 
circumstances at all times. Be thankful for 
the things God HAS done, be thankful for the 
things God IS doing, and be thankful by faith 
and in humility for the things you believe God 
WILL do. 
!
If you want to know what God’s will is for 
your life, it’s simple - “Be thankful in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you 
who belong to Christ Jesus.”  1 
Thessalonians 5:18 



