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I once had a dream about heaven. !
Though it felt real and gave me the 
warm fuzzies, I’m certain it wasn’t 
the real deal.  !
Without going into all the 
ridiculous details about the gold 
coins on the road, the angels 
hanging out sitting on the walls, 
and the rainbow colored houses; 
let’s just say I was mostly convinced 
it wasn’t heaven because Jesus 
wasn’t there.  !
In most New Testament Biblical 
accounts of heaven, one 
unmistakable fact is that JESUS 
CHRIST IS ALWAYS THE 
CENTERPIECE OF HEAVEN. All 
activity in heaven not only revolves 

around Him, but points back to 
Him. Hence, if I (or anyone else for 
that matter) tells you about their 
vision of heaven and the 
description is devoid of Jesus 
Christ, you should immediately 
approach it as an unbiblical 
account. !
To give you a proper perspective on 
why Jesus Christ is the centerpiece 
of heaven and why all accounts of 
heaven should be filtered through 
His presence, we’ll need to see 
Christ Himself in action in the book 
of Revelation, fifth chapter.  !
In earlier chapters, the apostle 
John found himself drawn in as a 
spectator in the throne room of 
heaven, Revelation 4. In that 
chapter, God was sitting on His 



throne. Surrounding Him were 24 
elders, also sitting on thrones. At 
the center around the throne were 
four imposing angelic beings, 
beings that look so strange John 
simply refers to them as the “four 
Living creatures.” (We’re to 
understand these “living creatures” 
as high-ranking angels called, 
“Cherubim” who serve in the direct 
presence of God). !
SUP’ WITH THE 
SCROLL? !!
Beginning in chapter 5, something 
in the throne room catches John’s 
attention. He notices an object in 
the right hand of God, a strange 
looking scroll.  !
This is obviously no ordinary scroll. 
First of all, the fact that it’s in God’s 
right hand indicates that the scroll 
and its contents are of utmost 
importance and authority. Not only 
is the scroll of highest importance, 
but its contents are full to 
overflowing. You might have picked 
up in verse one that the scroll had 
contents on “both sides.” This is 
unusual. Generally you would write 
only on one side of a scroll. Thus 
indicates then that there’s a ton of 
important information on this 
scroll, so much so that the author 
needs more space. !

You might also have picked up the 
fact that the scroll is sealed with 
“seven seals.” One seal is usually 
enough to keep a scroll closed, so 
seven should strike us as overkill. 
This tells us then that the scroll’s 
contents are not only important, 
but also inaccessible by anyone 
except the one holding it - God.   !
In ancient Middle Eastern culture, 
scrolls served as a title deed that 
was used to prove ownership of a 
property. In it would be a 
description of the property in 
question and the owner’s rights to 
it, along with his/her names. In our 
heavenly scenario and in light of 
whose hands the scrolls are in, we 
can surmise that this scroll is a title 
deed to the earth. Hence, whoever 
can take it from God’s hands and 
execute its contents will posses the 
right to rule the earth.     !
So that’s the backdrop.  The creator 
God of heaven and earth sits on His 
throne with an all-important, earth-
impacting scroll in His hands.  !
This presents a great need.   
 


HEAVEN’S 
SEARCH 
COMMITTEE !!
There is need to find someone 
capable or worthy enough to walk 
into the throne room of heaven, 



(the Holiest place ever), past the 24 
kingly elders sitting on thrones, and 
past the four intimidating and 
strange-looking “living creatures.” 
Then this individual would 
somehow have to stand face to face 
before God blazing holiness, collect 
the scroll from God’s hand, open 
the seven seals and execute it’s 
contents.   !
This is quite a task, right? I know 
Chuck Norris is the only human 
alive who has literally beaten the 
odds (with his fists), and I’m well 
aware that he will never have a 
heart attack because his heart isn’t 
nearly foolish enough to attack him, 
but even Chuck Norris will FAIL 
woefully at this task at hand!  !
The need to open this scroll is so 
important that God puts together a 
search committee made up of one 
mighty angel. His task is to search 
out a candidate worthy to do all the 
above. So the angel announces the 
quest in a voice loud enough so 
everyone can hear the challenge. 
Starting in verse 2, “And I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming in a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?” But no 
one in heaven or on earth or under 
the earth could open the scroll or 
even look inside it.” !
There are two important things you 
should know about this question 
being asked. First of all, the angel’s 

question is the same question that 
is asked multiple times a day in 
every home, every city, and in every 
country. It’s the question we all ask 
every time we experience pain and 
heartache, “How long O Lord? 
When will the pain end? Who will 
save us?” !
Secondly, because God transcends 
time and space, the question the 
angels asks is essentially being 
asked of every person, every 
creature, and every spiritual being 
who has ever lived from the 
beginning of the time till its end. 
Remember what the task is? 
Someone worthy needs to be found 
to enter into God’s holiest of holy, 
take the scroll from His hands, 
open its seven seals and execute its 
content. !
Unfortunately, no one responds. A 
search is made in heaven, and none 
of the mightiest and fiercest of holy 
angels responds. Michael, Gabriel, 
and countless other angels remain 
silent. Even the might Holy-Roller 
living creatures around God’s 
throne don’t offer a response.  !
The endless galaxies are explored, 
but no extra-terrestrials responds.  !
The search moves to earth and 
none of the greatest men and 
women in our history or future 
steps up to the plate. Billy Graham, 
Daniel Kolawole Olukoya, Charles 



Spurgeon, Enoch Adeboye, and 
John Piper have nothing. A final 
and desperate search is even made 
under the earth as the pits of hell 
are explored, but no lost soul or 
demon dares open their mouths.  !
A global search has turned up no 
one. !
This is bad news because it means 
all hope for earth’s inhabitants is 
lost. If no one can retrieve the scroll 
to execute its contents, it means we 
will remain in our current state of 
sin and pain forever. This seriously 
sucks!  !
It’s so bad that it actually takes an 
emotional toll on John the apostle 
in verse 4, “I wept and wept 
because no one was found who was 
worthy to open the scroll or look 
inside.” !
Fortunately, John’s tears appear to 
be a little premature; after all, he IS 
in heaven, the place where every 
tear from our eyes will be wiped 
away.   !
In the middle of his sobbing, John 
is interrupted by one of the kingly 
elders and his attention is 
redirected to someone who just 
showed up on the heavenly scene.  
Starting in verse 5, “Then one of the 
elders said to me, “Do not weep! 
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has triumphed. 

He is able to open the scroll and its 
seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb, 
looking as if it had been slain, 
standing at the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living 
creatures and the elders. The Lamb 
had seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God 
sent out into all the earth. 7 He 
went and took the scroll from the 
right hand of him who sat on the 
throne.” !
The search-committee-angel has 
found someone worthy to open the 
scroll and execute its contents, and 
this person is none other than the 
Lamb of God, Jesus Christ Himself.  !
We know this is Jesus because He 
is described as the, “Lion of the 
tribe of Judah” from, “the root of 
David” and is seen as “the Lamb 
that was slain” - these are messianic 
titles the scriptures use in several 
places to refer to Jesus Christ.  !
There are some unique and 
interesting features about this 
Lamb that I think we should take 
note of. !
ONE: THE LAMB 
HAS BEEN 
SEVERELY 
WOUNDED !!
“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it 
had been slain, standing in the 



center of the throne…” revelation 
5:6 !
A bloodied animal seems like a very 
strange spectacle one would see in 
heaven. This should immediately 
call to mind the words of the 
prophet Isaiah who writes, “…He 
was wounded and crushed for our 
sins. He was beaten that we might 
have peace. He was whipped, and 
we were healed...the LORD laid on 
him the guilt and sins of us all…. He 
was led as a lamb to the slaughter. 
…But who among the people 
realized that he was dying for their 
sins--that he was suffering their 
punishment?” Isaiah 53:4-8 !
It’s important to note though that 
the wounded lamb is not a beat up 
battered lamb.  
In fact, we see that:  !
TWO: THE LAMB 
HAS GREAT 
AUTHORITY AND 
POWER !!
Verse 6-7, “…the lamb was 
STANDING at the center of God’s 
throne, and it had 7 horns & eyes.”   !
This detail might not seem like a 
big deal, but if you think about it 
for a second, it should strike you as 
odd for one simple reason. Severely 
wounded animals don’t stand! They 
limp or they stay dead! 

!
When I was growing up in Nigeria, 
families in the neighborhood 
(including mine) would buy a 
fattened cow or goat for major 
holiday celebrations. The purpose? 
Steak. (Yes, we killed our own 
meat). On the mornings the butcher 
would slaughter the cow, my 
friends and I would sneak away 
from our parents to watch the 
show. In all the years I’ve watched 
those animals slaughtered, not once 
have I ever observed any of them 
stand back up with authority and 
strength the way this Lamb at God’s 
throne did. !
That’s because the Lamb at God’s 
throne is no ordinary Lamb. 
Though Christ was fatally wounded 
in crucifixion (Lamb of God slain 
for the sin of the world), He didn’t 
stay dead. The apostle Paul 
captures that moment this way, 
Ephesians 1:19-23: “I pray that you 
will begin to understand the 
incredible greatness of his power 
for us who believe him. This is the 
same mighty power that raised 
Christ from the dead and seated 
him in the place of honor at God's 
right hand in the heavenly realms. 
Now he is far above any ruler or 
authority or power or leader or 
anything else in this world or in the 
world to come. And God has put all 
things under the authority of 
Christ, and he gave him this 



authority for the benefit of the 
church.” !
The seven horns and eyes of the 
Lamb by the throne (v.6) visually 
illustrate the great power of Christ. 
The number 7 represents 
perfection, the completion of all 
things. The horn is often symbolic 
of an animal’s strength and power, 
(it’s ability to fight and ram into 
things), and the eyes speak of 
intelligence, wisdom, and 
discernment, (the ability to see 
things).  !
It is this mighty Lamb of God who 
walks into the throne room of 
heaven, into God’s presence, that 
takes the scroll and prepares to 
execute its contents.  This act is so 
profound that it triggers 
spontaneous praise, worship and 
celebration in heaven.   !
The next section starting in verse 8 
is all praise and worship in heaven. 
I’m going to skim through it and as 
I do, I want to point out a few 
details about worshipping Jesus 
and celebration in heaven. !
SPONTANEITY IN 
WORSHIP !!
First of all, worship and celebration 
in heaven appears to happen 
spontaneously. You don’t really see 
a worship leader giving instructions 

on when to sit or when to stand. It’s 
as if God randomly reveals 
something new about Himself, 
which causes all of heaven to start 
jumping, dancing, and singing for 
joy.That’s exactly what happens in 
verse 8 when Jesus, the Lamb that 
was slain, takes the scroll from 
God’s hands. Everyone in the 
immediate vicinity, (including the 
most majestic of angels and the 24 
elders) of the throne bursts out 
singing and worshipping.  !
Another interesting detail about 
spontaneous celebration in heaven 
is the fact that each time they sing, 
it’s a completely new song that 
every human and every angel 
instantaneously knows. Can you 
imagine? No rehearsals, no run 
throughs; everyone miraculously 
knows it and sings along.  !
JESUS IS KING. 
JESUS IS GOD. !!
Secondly, if you have ever 
wondered about the divinity of 
Christ, you should see that JESUS 
CHRIST IS WORSHIPPED AS 
GOD IN HEAVEN! Verse 8 says the 
24 kingly elders who sit in God’s 
presence, along with the 4 living 
creatures who dwell in His 
presence, along with every angel in 
heaven, fell down in worship before 
the Lamb when He took the scroll.  !



Do not miss the significance of that 
verse. The only other person that 
those mighty angels and elders fall 
down and worship is God Himself.  
But yet, here we see them according 
the same honor to Jesus Christ.  !
EVERYTHING AND 
EVERYONE 
WORSHIPS  
JESUS !!
The last observation here is the 
ripple effect that occurs as a result 
of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, 
opening the scroll.  You’ll note in 
verse 8 that worship starts with the 
4 Living creatures and 24 elders 
who dwell in the presence of God. 
Then in verse 11, millions and 
billions of angels in heaven join in 
the song and worship.  In verse 13, 
it spreads to earth, and every 
creature in the sky, on land, under 
the earth, and on the sea join in.  !
Literally, EVERY THING THAT 
HAS BREATH IN ALL OF 
CREATION IS PRAISING JESUS!! 
That’s what the apostle Paul was 
getting at in Philippians 2:9 where 
it says, “Therefore God exalted him 
to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and 
every tongue acknowledge that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” !
Someday in heaven we’ll see the 
Lamb of God, Jesus Christ Himself 
face to face. In those first moments 
of our arrival there, it will quickly 
dawn on us that JESUS CHRIST IS 
CENTERPIECE OF HEAVEN.  !
If Christ is going to play that central 
a role in our existence in the life to 
come, does it not make sense that 
we allow Him room to take a 
central role in our lives today? !
As you start out this week, this 
month, or this new season of your 
life, don’t think in terms of making 
resolutions, instead start by making 
more room for Jesus Christ to be 
the CENTERPIECE OF YOUR 
LIFE. !
Lord Jesus, may I make much of 
you this week or season in my life. 
Grant me DAILY, the willingness to 
invite you to be the Lord of my life. 
On the days when I fail and engage 
in actions or thoughts that break 
your heart, grant me a repentant 
heart and a mouth to confess my 
sins. Open my eyes so I may see jus 
how actively engaged you are in 
every area of my life. Lord Jesus, in 
all I do this year, come and be the 
CENTERPIECE OF MY LIFE. !
Amen! 
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