




Here are three questions to get you 
thinking before you dig any further.  !
What are you desperately hoping or 
trusting that God will do in your life 
in the next few months, few years? 
In other words, what are some BIG 
things you’re waiting on God for? !
What are the details of what you’re 
waiting and trusting God for? It’s 
not enough to just hope and pray 
God “blesses” you this year. God is 
drawn to faith, and detailed prayer 
requires great faith. So what are the 
when, where, how, and the who of 
your BIG thing? !
If the thing you’re waiting and 
trusting God for were to become a 
reality tomorrow evening, on a 
scale of 1-10, how ready and 
prepped are you to actually start 
managing it responsibly?  !
I once heard Steven Furtick, (pastor 
of Elevation Church, NC) use this 
illustration to explain how God 
works when we wait. It went 
something like this; God rarely 
takes us directly to our final 
destination. What you sometimes 
perceive as detours and delays, are 
actually God ordained waiting 
rooms where He prepares and 
equips you with the tools you need 
to thrive and excel when He brings 
you to your final destination.   !

If you fly regularly, then you 
probably know that there are 
certain places where you cannot get 
a direct flight to. Sometimes 
airlines will fly you on connecting 
flights through the weirdest routes 
to get you to your final destination. 
Sometimes to go west, you have to 
travel south and wait there for 3 
hours before catching a connecting 
flight to go south! Even when you 
arrive at your final destination, 
sometimes the plane is put in 
what’s known as a holding pattern, 
circling the skies, because the 
conditions are not right for landing 
yet.  !
God’s transportation system works 
with a similar model. Sometimes, 
God will take you through an 
experience that feels like a detour, a 
major delay, or even a permanent 
layover in His plans for your life.  
Ultimately, it’s just ONE of the 
many stops in the journey to get 
you to your final destination.  Other 
times, like an airport, God will keep 
you in a holding pattern, not 
because you’re not ready, but 
because the conditions aren’t right 
for setting you on the ground level.  !
It’s with that foundational teaching 
of how God works in our seasons of 
waiting that we’ll jump into this 
Biblical teaching on waiting. To do 
so, let’s do a quick survey of the life 
of a man whom I’m convinced had 
the longest wait in all of scripture. 



Wanna take a guess which 
individual had one of the longest 
‘WAIT’ in the Bible? Let’s meet Mr. 
Noah in Genesis 5:28-32, “When 
Lamech (Noah’s father) had lived 
182 years, he had a son. 29 He 
named him Noah …32 After Noah 
was 500 years old, he became the 
father of Shem, Ham and Japheth.”  !
NOAH FLOODS 
HOLLYWOOD !
Hollywood is releasing a movie this 
year, (2014) based on Noah’s story 
and it’s starring Russell Crowe and 
the chick from the Harry Potter 
movies. In the film, Crowe will play 
the role of Noah, a man who suffers 
visions of an apocalyptic flood, and 
takes measures to protect his family 

from the coming doom. Now I think 
we can expect, and should probably 
expect the producers of this film to 
take plenty of creative liberties with 
this Biblical story. So before it 
comes out and everyone gets all up 
in arms about Hollywood leading 
us all to hell, here are some 
important details you should know 
about Noah’s story.   !
Firstly, when we meet Noah in the 
Bible, He is a single dude 
somewhere in his 500’s. Genesis 5 
tells us he didn’t have his first few 
kids till age 500, which I’m 
assuming is because he didn’t meet 
his wife till around the same time? 
Where is christiansingles.com when 
you need one, right? !



Whatever the case may be, in 
Genesis 6, God is ticked off at the 
sinful affairs of mankind and is 
about to hit the reset button by 
wiping humanity off the face of the 
planet with a flood. He’s alerted 
Noah to this oncoming disaster and 
instructed him to build a giant ship. 
Genesis 6:14, “Build a large boat 
from cypress wood and waterproof 
it with tar, iinside and out. Then 
construct decks and stalls  
throughout its interior. Make the 
boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 
45 feet high. Leave an 18-inch 
opening below the roof all the way 
around the boat. Put the door on 
the side, and build three decks 
inside the boat—lower, middle, and 
upper.”  Jump to Genesis 7:1-4 after 
Noah obeys, “The Lord then said to 
Noah, “Go into the ark, you and 
your whole family, because I have 
found you righteous in this 
generation. Take with you seven 
pairs of every kind of clean animal, 
a male and its mate, and one pair of 
every kind of unclean animal, a 
male and its mate, and also seven 
pairs of every kind of bird, male 
and female, to keep their various 
kinds alive throughout the earth. 
Seven days from now I will send 
rain on the earth for forty days and 
forty nights, and I will wipe from 
the face of the earth every living 
creature I have made.”.”   !
Now in every movie I’ve ever 
watched where Noah’s story is told, 

the whole process, (from God’s 
warning to the end of the flood) is 
shortened for the sake of the 
storyline, (and yes I’m also 
including Steve Carrel’s, “EVAN 
ALMIGHTY” on that list!). But if 
you read the Biblical account of 
Noah’s life, all the action in these 
the two chapters we just looked at 
lasted significantly longer! !
THAT’S A REALLY 
LONG TIME TO BE 
ON A BOAT !!
Let’s do the math. In Genesis 5 and 
6, when Noah is instructed by God 
to build an ark, he was somewhere 
around 500 years old and had 
recently just had kids. When we get 
to Genesis 7:6, it says Noah was 
600 years old when the floodwaters 
came. That means a little over A 
hundred years have passed from 
the day God told him about the 
flood to the actual day of the first 
raindrop.  (I guess if you’ve had to 
wait 500 years to meet your wife, a 
hundred years isn’t much). !
Here’s another set of numbers to 
consider.  In Genesis 6:3, God says, 
“…. My Spirit will not contend with 
[the sins of] humans forever, for 
they are mortal; their days will be a 
hundred and twenty years.” (Which 
means He’s going to give earth’s 
inhabitants 120 years before He 



throws it down; which also means 
Noah’s 100-year wait is more like 
120 year wait) !
I’m going to assume that when 
Noah first heard from God about 
the flood, he assumed God was 
going to send the floodwaters 
within the next few months, maybe 
even over the next year or two, but 
certainly not 120 years!! Think 
about this also, if his children were 
infants sometime around the period 
when God instructed him to start 
building the ark, then that means 
Noah spent the first 10-12 years 
building that Titanic of a boat all by 
himself. He would have been all by 
his, “lonesome” when he picked up 
his axe and cut down the first 
cypress tree. Remember, everyone 
else on earth was corrupt, so no one 
would have offered any help.   !
Here’s some perspective on the 
culture Noah lived in. This was 
ancient Mesopotamia, a very dry 
stretch of land. So large ships and 
large bodies of water were not a 
common sight. In fact, it’s possible 
that prior to the flood, they’d never 
even seen rain before. If that’s the 
case, then think of how strange and 
absurd this instruction from God 
must have sounded to Noah. As if 
figuring out whether you actually 
heard from God isn’t tricky enough, 
he was the only one who heard the 
instruction! Think of the how much 
mockery and ridicule he would 

have received during those 120 
years as neighbors and townsfolk 
scoffed at and wondered what in 
the world this crazy old man was 
doing. !
Talk about detours and delays! 
How do you even warn people with 
a sense of urgency? “Hey everyone, 
repent of your sins and turn to God 
because He’s going to destroy you 
all in….a….hundred….and twenty 
years!” Actually, it’s more likely 
that Noah didn’t know that exact 
timeline, which must have made his 
waiting even harder.   
  

40 DAYS & 40 
NIGHTS? NOT! !!
But there’s more. Most of us have 
somehow come to believe that 
Noah was in the ark for 40 days and 
40 nights, because that’s how long 
it rained and flooded. The truth is 
however is that he and his family 
were in that ark significantly longer 
than 40 days. In fact, they were in it 
anywhere from 9 months to a year 
depending on your calculation.  
Let’s do the math.  !
According to Genesis 7:12, it rained 
for 40 days and 40 nights. 
According to Genesis 7:24, it took 
150 days for the flood to cover the 
entire planet. Remember, this 
wasn’t just torrential rain pouring 



from the skies, Genesis 7:11 says 
God opened up every underground 
spring from below so that all the 
Seas, Oceans, rivers, and every 
body of water flooded. In Genesis 
8:6, we find out Noah didn’t even 
open the ark till some 40 days after 
the floodwaters receded, after 
which he spent some 21 days 
sending out birds to see if there was 
dry land. Regardless of which 
number you end up with, that is a 
very long time to be cooped up with 
family in a floating zoo. !
Consider with me the series of 
worrying questions Noah would 
have wrestled with as he sat with 
his family in that giant waiting 
room: !
When will this rain ever stop?  
Will there be anything left after the 
flood?  
Will there be enough food and 
space for all these young animals to 
live? 
What will we do with all those 
drowned bodies we’re going to 
find? 
Will things ever be the way they 
used to be? How do I raise up my 
children so we don’t end up going 
through this again?  !
Only Noah and his family know 
how God helped them resolve these 
difficult questions. We do know 
however that the earth did 
eventually dry up as God sent winds 

to recede the waters, (and yes 
everyone of earth had drowned). 
We also know that it’s from his 
three sons and their wives that 
humanity got a do over.  All the 
races and ethnicities that exist 
today and that are spread all over 
the earth come from Noah’s sons, 
Shem, Ham, Japheth. !
So then, what can we learn from 
Noah’s life about waiting? Three 
lessons come to mind: !
1. EVERY SEASON 
OF WAITING IN 
YOUR LIFE HAS A 
START TIME & AN 
END TIME !!
In other words, you’re not stuck in 
this season forever. God has 
assigned a timeline for everything 
and a set season for every activity 
under the sun. There is a time to 
celebrate and a time to mourn. 
There is a time to be still and rest in 
the fact that God is in charge, and 
there is a time to get on your knees 
in prayer and fasting asking God to 
bring to fruition what you deeply 
desire.  There is a time to hope and 
dream about your dream job, and 
there is a time to roll up your 
sleeves and knock relentlessly on 
some doors for that dream job. 
There is a time to shut up about a 



matter, and there is a time to boldly 
speak up about that same matter. !
In Noah’s case, there was a time to 
hear from God, and a time to act on 
faith. There was a time to build and 
there was a time to gather family to 
safety. For those outside the boat 
when the flood started, there was a 
time to repent of their sins and a 
time to die. As you’ll find out 
eventually when you read Noah’s 
story, there is apparently a time 
when you can get drunk, and a time 
when your children will reap the 
repercussions of you getting drunk. 
The point is, no one season is 
permanent in your life. God is 
continually molding you, shaping 
you, and moving you to the next 
destination. Some might be longer 
than you’re conformable with, but 
those seasons are never a waste.  !
2: SEASONS OF 
WAITING IN YOUR 
LIFE ARE 
DESIGNED BY 
GOD TO BE 
WORKROOMS OF 
GOD IN YOUR 
LIFE 
  !
Waiting on God doesn’t, (and) 
shouldn’t equate inactivity in your 
life. Noah did not spend those 120 
years lying around waiting for the 

day when God would bring an end 
to humanity. He rose up early each 
morning with his sons working 
hard to finish building the ark. In 
addition to all that physical labor, 2 
Peter 2:5 describes Noah as a, 
“preacher of righteousness” in his 
generation.  That means he not only 
got up each day and toiled day and 
night to finish building the ark, but 
he also spent long hours each day 
pleading and warning people about 
the impending doom. Noah is the 
most practical example of what it 
means to work while you wait for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled in 
your life.  !
Even when he’s safely in the ark 
with his family and the animals, 
he’s still at work. Remember, he 
was in the ark anywhere from 9 to 
12 months, and animals don’t feed 
themselves. Do you have a pet at 
home? More than one? If so, you 
know how much work it takes to 
not only feed them, but to also care 
for them. Can you imagine how 
much more work it would have 
been for Noah and his family to 
take care of a full zoo? In case you 
forgot the story, part of Noah’s 
mandate was not to only build the 
ark, but in Genesis 7:2-4, listen to 
the details of God’s assignment, 
“Take with you seven pairs of every 
kind of clean animal, a male and its 
mate, and one pair of every kind of 
unclean animal, a male and its 
mate, and also seven pairs of every 



kind of bird, male and female, to 
keep their various kinds alive 
throughout the earth.” Talk about a 
full time job!  !
When you consider it all though, 
you can’t help but pick up on the 
fact that Noah’s time in the ark was 
a time of preparation for he and his 
family to start afresh when they 
finally came back out to live on dry 
land.  Remember, once they came 
out of the boat, they were the only 
humans left. It’s from his three sons 
and wives that every people group, 
nation, tongue, and tribe that exist 
today come from. So learning to 
wait and trust on God was a lesson 
they needed to learn in those 
difficult months on the ark!  !
So what areas of your life can you 
begin developing NOW to prepare 
you for whatever it is you’re 
trusting God is going to do next in 
your life? Whatever it is, get on it 
and start! Work hard. Work more. 
Watch T.V less! You will find that 
sometimes the process of 
preparing, (working hard) for the 
next stage of life is the very course 
of action that will lead you to the 
payoff you’re trusting God for.   !
In addition to actual preparation, 
your seasons of working/waiting 
should also be marked by a lifestyle 
of prayer. For reasons known to 
God alone, He has sometimes 
chosen NOT to act until His people, 

called by His name, humble 
themselves, turn from sin, and seek 
him with all the hearts in constant 
prayer! It’s very possible that you 
are only a few seasons of prayer 
away from whatever it is you’re 
waiting on God for. So get working 
and get your prayer on!  !
Last but not least, though it might 
sometimes feel like God is salting 
your game by making you wait for 
long periods of time, always 
remember that,  !
3: SEASONS OF 
WAITING ARE 
GOD’S SAFEST 
PLACE FOR YOU.   !!
Let’s be real here, Noah’s ark was 
not a comfortable place to live. 
Have you ever had a pet that had a 
bad day, or reacted strangely in a 
thunderstorm every time there was 
lighting, and made a huge mess all 
over the apartment? Well imagine 
living in, and having to care for all 
the animals in a zoo…on a boat,..in 
the middle of a storm, ….with your 
kids, …..for 9 months to a year! I’d 
rather be captured alive by Al-
Qaeda! !
I’m joking about that of course, but 
it certainly was no joking matter for 
Noah and his family.  With that 
said, when you consider what was 



happening OUTSIDE of the ark, I 
think you would agree that INSIDE 
the ark was the safest place for 
Noah and his family to be! In this 
case, it was literally their place of 
salvation because the only thing 
outside was a watery grave!  !
ARE WE THERE 
YET? !!
I have had seasons of my life when 
God has made me wait longer than 
I was comfortable with, and there 
were times when I really thought 
He had a vendetta against me. But 
looking back on all those years 
when I trusted Him with some of 
my most intimate prayers, I can 
truly say today that He means well 
for His own even in long seasons of 
silence.  !
Regardless of how frustrated you 
might be about God’s pace in your 
life, it’s important that you know 
that God is NOT punishing you by 
making you wait. It's not His nature 
to create a passion and a hunger in 
you for something He never plans 
to feed. Your hunger was first born 
in God's heart before it became 
something you desired; hence He 
will meet your need.  !
I mentioned this earlier, but like an 
airplane that’s sometimes delayed 
mid air, God will sometimes put 

you in a holding pattern circling the 
skies, not because you’re not ready 
for the next stage, but because the 
circumstances aren’t ready for 
landing yet. Other times, there are 
some character issues in our lives 
God wants to develop first before 
moving us to the next stage.  !
Some of you might have been 
praying, crying, and wondering why 
God seems to have forgotten you. 
As far as you can tell, you’ve tried to 
do everything right, but still no 
movement in your life. I ask you to 
consider today what God might be 
saying, “My daughter, my son – I 
know the plans I have for you and 
they are good. My cause for delay in 
your life has nothing to do with sin 
in your life. I’m just working to 
make the circumstances perfect for 
you so when I move you there, you 
will thrive and excel. Trust me and 
wait for me. I will get you there!”  !
I wonder how many of you need to 
believe that today? God’s plan for 
your life is, and has always been 
good. God has ordained a specific 
start and stop time for each season 
of your life. God is working in you 
during those long days when 
heaven seems silent. Most of all, 
God means well for you and will 
finish the good work He has begun 
in you. !



“Wait for the Lord, Be strong and 
let your heart take courage; Yes, 
wait for the Lord.”  !
- PSalm 27:14
!!!
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